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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TTAVING reafonto hope IJbould be aU 
tended to in the American States^ and 
thinking I faw an opening there favourable 
to the improvement and bejh inter efis of man- 
kind^ I have been induced to convey thither the 
fentiments and advice contained in the follow^ 
ing Obfervations. They were^ therefore^ ori^- 
ginally intended only for America. The dan^ 
ger of a fpurious edition has now obliged me 
to publijh them in my own country. 

IJbould be inexcufable did I not take this 
opportunity to exprefs my gratitude to a dif^ 
tinguijloed writer (the Count de Mirabcau^ 
for his tranjlation of thefe Obfervations into 
French^ and for the f up port and kind civility 
with which it has been accompanied. 

Mr. TurgotV letter formed a part of this 
traSi when it was conveyed to America. I 
have now given a tranjlation of it. 

I think 
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i think it ntcejfary to add that I have ex^ 
freffed myfelf in fome refpeSls ioojirongly in 
the conclufion (^the following Obfervations. 
By accounts from perfons the hejh informed^ t 
have lately been affured that no fuch dijfen^ 
tions eodfi among the American States as have 
Been given out in this country ; that the new 
governments are in general well fettled^ and, 
the people happy under them j and that^ in 
particular^ a conviction is becoming univerfal 
of the necejfity of giving morejirength to thai 
power which forms and which is to conduGt 
and nudntain their union. 



• • -■ * 

MAftC£t, 1^85: 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 



Of the Importance of the Revolution 
•which has efiahlijbed the Independency of 
the United ^ates. 

HAVING, from pure convidion, takca 
a warm part in favour of the Britijb 
colonies (now the United States of Ameri- 
ca) during the late war j and been expofed, 
in confequencc of this, to much abufe and 
fome danger; it muft be fuppofed that I 
have been waiting for the iffue with an- 
xiety. ^^I am thankful that my anxiety 

is removed j and that I have been fpared to 
be a witnefs to that very iffue of the war 
which has been all along the ohjc€t of my 
wiihes. With heart-felt fatisfaaion, I fee 
the revolution in fevour of univerfal liberty 
which has taken place in America j — a revo- 
lution which opens a new proQ)eft in hu- 
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man afFairs, add begins a new sera in the hii^ \J 
tory of mankind j— '— a revolution by which 
Britons thcmfclves will be the greateft 
gainers^ if wife enough to improve properly 
the check that has been gi^en to the defpo^ 
tifm of their minifters^ and to catch the- 
£ame of virtuous liberty which has faved 
their American brethren. 

The late war» in its commencement and 
prOgrefs^ did great good hy diflcminating 
jnft ientiments of the rights of mankind, and 
the nature of legitimate government -, by ex- 
citing a ipirit of refinance to tyranny which , 
has emanfcipa ted one European' country, 
and is likely to emancipate others ; and by 
occafioning the eftablifhment in America of 
forms of government more equitable and 
more liberal than any that the world has 
yet known. But, in its termination^ the 
war has done Hill greater good by prefcrv- 
ing the new governments from that de- 
ilru£ik)n in which they muft have been in- 
volved, had Britain conquered ; by provide* 
ing, in a fequeflered continent poifeired of 
many fingular advantages^ a place of refuge 
for oppreft mcrt in every region of the 
world} and by laying the foundation there 

of 
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of an empire which may be the feat of li- 
berty ^ faience and yirtue, and from whence 
there is reafbn to hope thofe facred bleflings 
will fpread, till they become univerfal, and 
the time arrives when kings and priefis fhall • 
have no more power to opprefs, and that 
ignominious ilavery wfaieh has hitherto de-» 
bafed the world is exterminated. I there* 
fore, think I fee the hand of Providence in - 
the late war working for the general good. 

Reafbn, as well as tradition and revela^ 
lion, lead us to expe£t that a more improv- 
ed and happy ftate of human affairs will take 
place before the confummation t>f all things. 
The world has hitherto been gradually 
improving. Light and knowledge have 
been gaining ground, and human life at 
frefent compared with what it once was, 
is much the fame that a youth approaching 
to manhood is compared with an infant* 

Such are the natures of things that this 
progrefs muft continue. During particular 
intervals it may be interrupted, but it can- 
not be deftroy'd. Every prefcnt advance 
prepares the way for farther advances j and 
j| fingfe experiment or difcovery may fome- . 
3 2/ times 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



[ 4 ] 

times give rife to fo many more as fuddentjp 
to raife the fpecies higher^ and to reiemble 
the effeds of opening a new fenie^ or of the 
fall of a fpark on a train that fprings a mine*. 
For this rfiafon, mankind may at laft arrive 
at degrees of improvement which we can-* 
not now even fufped to be poi&ble. A 
dark age may follow an enlightened age; 
buty in this cafe, the light, after being 
fmothered for a time, will break out again 
with a brighter luftre. The prefent age of 
increafed light, confidered as facceeding the 
ages of Greece and Rome and an interme- 
diate period, of thick darknefs, furnifhes a 
proof of the truth of this, obfervation. 
There are certain kinds of improvement 
which, when once made, cannot be entire- 
ly loft. During the dark agcs^ the im- 
provements made in the ages that preceded 
them remained fo far as to be recovered im- 
mediately at the refurredion of letters, and 
to produce afterwards, that more rapid pro- 
grefs in improvement which has diftinguifti* 
<d modern times. 

There can icarcely be a more plcaiing and 
encouraging obj^^ of refledion than this« 
Aq. accidental obfervation of the effeds 
9f gravity in a garden has been tbe^means 

■ 9l- 

I 
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of difcovcring the laws that govern the 
folar fyflcm ♦, and of enabling us to look 
down with pity on the ignorance of the 
woU enlightened times among the antients. 
What new dignity has been given to man^ 
and what additions have been made to his 
powers^ by the invention of optical glaffes, 
printing, gun-powder, &c. and by the late 
dTifcoveries in navigation^ mathematics, na- 
tural philofbphy, &c. ? f 

• This refers to an account given of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton in the Preface to Dr, Pemberton's View of hi; 
Philofophy. 

t Who could have thought, in the firft ages of the 
' world, that mankind would acquire the power of deter- 
mining the didancef and magnitudes of the fun and 
planets ? — Who, even at the beginning of this century^ 
would have thought^^ that, in a few years, mankind 
would acquire the j)ower of fubjc^ing to their wills the 
dreadful force of lightening, and of flying in aeroftatic 
machines ?■ ■ Th^ laft of rhcfe powers, though fo long 
undifcov^re^i i^ only an eafy application of a power al- 
ways known. ~Many (imilar difcoveries may remain to 
be made,, which will give new direAions of the greateft 
confequence to human afFairs; and it may not be top 
extravagant to exped that ((hould civil governmenti 
throw no obftades in the way) the progrefs of improve- 
^lent will not ceafe till it has excluded from the earth 
moft of its worft evils, and reftorcd that Paradifaical 
fiai« which, according to the Mofeic Hiftory, preceded 
the prefect (late. 

Bu^ 
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But among the events in modern times 
tending to the elevation of mankind, there 
are none probajbly of fo much confequence 
as the recent one which occafions thefe ob- 
/ervations. Perhaps, I do not go too far 
when I fay that, next to the introdudioiTl 
of Chrifiianity among mankind, the Ame- 
rican revolution may prove the mod im- 
portant ftep in the progreffive courfe of 
human improvement. It is an event which 
may produce a general diffufion of the 
principles of humanity, and become the 
means of fetting free mankind from th? 
tackles of fuperAition and tyranny, by lead- . 
ing them to fee and know " that nothing ^ 
*• is fundamental but impartial enquiry, an 
** honeft mind, and virtuous practice 
•* that ftatp policy ought ijot to be applied 
** to the fupport of fpeculative opinions 

•* and formularies of faith." '' That the 

^^ members of a civil community are* con- 
^^ federates^ not JvbjeSlsi and their rulers, 

^fervants^ not mafters. And that all 

^^ legitimate government confifisin the do- 
^ minion of equal laws made with com^ 
f* mon oonfeatj that is, in the dominion 

• Thcfe arc the words of Mo s: t e^ qjj xsi£. 
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'* of men over themfehes ; and not in tho 
** dominion of communities over communi- 
** ties, or of any men over other men." 

Happy will the world be when thefe 
truths (hall be every where acknowledged 
and pradifcd upon. Religious bigotry, 
that cruel demon, will be then laid aflecp* 
Slavifli governments and flavifh Hierarchies 
will then fink -, and the old prophecies be 
verified, '' that the laft univerfal empire 
" upon earth (hall be the empire of rcafon 
** and virtue, under which the gofpel of 
•* peace (better underftood) Jball have free 
** courfe and be glorified^ many will run to 
^^ and fro and knowledge, be increafedy the 
** wolf dwell with the lamb and the leopard 
** with the kidy and nation no more lift up 
** a fword againjl nation^ 

It is a convidlion I cannot redft, that the 
independence of the Englijh colonies in 
America is one of the ileps ordained by 
Providence to introduce thefe times; and 
I can fcarcely be deceived in this con vie* 
tion^ if the United States fhould efcape 
ibme dangers which threaten them» and 
will take proper care to throw tbemfelves 
open to future improvemcAts, and to make 
the moft of the advantages of their prefent 

fituation* 
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fitoation. Should this happen, it will Se 
true of them as it was of the people of the 
Jews, that in them all the families of the 
earth Jhall be blejfed. It is fcarcely poflible 
they (hould think too highly of their own 
confequence. Perhaps, there never ex- 
iftcd a people on whofe wifdom and virtue 
more depended J or to whom a Aatidn of 
more importance in the plaq of Providence 
has been afligned. They have begun nobly* 
They have fought with fucceft for thcm- 
ielves and for the world ; and, in the midft 
of invafion and carnage, eflabliihed forms 
of government favourable in the higheft 

, degree to the rights of mankind.— But 

f they have much more to do; more indeed 
than it is poflible properly to reprefent. 
In this addrefs, my defign is only to take 
notice of a few great points which feem 
particularly to require their attention, in 
order to render them permanently happy in 
tbcmfelvcs and ufeful ta mankind. On 
thcfe points, I (ball deliver^ my fcntiments 
with freedom, confcious I mean well ; but^ 
at the fame time, with real difSdcnce, con- 
fcious of my own liablpncfs to error. 

- ■■: .■.•,• . • Of 
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Of the Means of promoting human Improve^- 
ment and Happinefs in the United States. 
-r^And firji^ 0/ Public Debts. 

'T feems evident, that what firft requires 
the attention of the United States is the 
redemption of their debts, and making 
compenfation to that army which has car- 
ried them through the war. They have 
an infant credit to. cherifh and rear, which, 
if this is not done, muft perifh, and with 
it their charader and honour for ever. Nor 
is it conceivable they fliould meet with 
any great difficulties in doing thw. They 
have a vaft rcfource peculiar to themfelvcs, 
in a continent of unlocated lands poflcfling 
every advantage of foil and climate. The 
fettlcment of thefe lands will be repaid,. the 
confequcncc of which muft be a rapid in- 
crcafe of their value. By difpofmg of 
them to the army and to emigrants, the 
greateft part of the debts of the United 
States may probably be funk immediately^ 
But had th^y no fuch refource, they are very 
capable of bearing taxes fufficicnt for the 
purpofe of . a gradual redemption. Sup-, 

C pofing 
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pofing their debts to amount to nine millions 
ftcrling, carrying intereft at 5^ per cent, taxes 
producing a revenue of a million per ann. 
would pay the intereft, and at the fame time 
leave a furplus of half a million per ann. 
for a Jinking jund^ which would difcharge 
the principal in thirteen years. A furplus 
of a quarter oi a million would do the 
fame in 20r years. After difcharging the 
principal, the appropriated revenue being 
no longer wanted, might be aboli(hed, and 
the States eafed of the burthen of it. But 
it would be imprudent to abolifli it en- 
tirely. 100,000/. per ann. referved, and 
faithfully laid out in clearing unlocated 
lands and other improvementSt would in 
a (hort time increafe to a treafure (or con-* 
tinental patrimony) which would defray 
the whole expenditure of the union, and 
keep the States free from debts and taxes 
for ever*. Such a referve would (fup- 

* The lands, forefts, impofts^ &c. &c. which once 
formed the patrimony of the crown in England^ bore 
moft; ^f the expences of government. It is well for 
thi< kingdom that the extravagance of the crown has 
been tlic means of alienating this patrimony, for the 
confe^uence has been making the crown ' dependent on 
the peoplje. - But in America fuch a patrimony would 
be c^timntal property, capable of being applied only 
to public pirrpofes, in theyriy which the public (or 
its delegates) would approved • ^ . 
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pofing it improved fo as to produce a 
profit of 5 per cent.) increafe to a capital 
of three millions in 19 years, 30 millions 
in 57 years, 100 millions in 8i years, and 
261 millions in 100 years. But fuppoiing 
it capable of being improved fo as to 
produce a profit of lo per cent, it would 
increafe to five millions in 19 years, 100 
millions in 49 years, and 10,000 millions 
in 97 years. 

It is wonderful that no ftate has yet 
thought of taking this method to make 
itfelf great and rich. The fmalleft appro- 
priation in a finking fund, never diverted^ 
operates in cancelling debts, juft as money 
increafes at compound intereft ; and is, 
therefore, omnipotent '^. But, if diverted, 
it lofes all its power. BaiTAix affords 
a ftriking proof of this, Its finking fund 
(once the hope of the kingdom) has, by 

* One penny put out at our Saviour^ birth to 5 ptr 
cent, conipound intereft would, before liils time, have 
incrcafed to a greater fum than would be contained in 

TWO HUNDRED MILLIONS of EARTII.< all folld gold. 

But, if put out to fimple intereft, it would have amount- 
ed to no more than ftven JhilUngs and fix'ftnct. All 
governments which alienate fundi deftincd for reim- 
burfements, chufe to improve money in the lafi rather 
than the jirft of thcfc ways. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



■ [ 12 ] 
the pradice of alienating it, been rendered 
impotent and ufelefs. Had it been in- 
violably applied to the purpofes for which 
it was intended, there would, in the year 
1775, have been ^ fur plus in the revenue 
of more than five millionis per ann. But 
inftead of this, we were then encumbered 
with a. debt of 137 millions, carrying an 
intcreft of near 4^ mHlions, and leaving no 
furplus of any confequence. This debt 
has been (incc increafed to * 280 millions, 
carrying an intcreft (including expences of 
management) of nine millions and a half. — 
A monftrous bubble ; — and if no very flrong 
meafures arc foon taken to reduce it v^ithin 
the limits of fafcty, itmuft produce a dread- 
ful convulfion. Let. the United States take 
warning— Their debts at prcfcnt -arc mo- 
derate. A Sinking fund, guarded t againft 
mifapplication, may foon extinguish them, 
and prove a refource in all events of the 
greateft importance. 

* Sec the Pcjlfcript to a pamphlet, entiilcd, IItjC State of 
the Financts $f t hi Kingdom y at ftgning iht PnUmmary Arti* 
clci ef Peace in January 1783, printed for Mr. Cadell. 

*t When not thus guarded, public funds become the 
worft cvib, by giving to the rulers of (hies a com- 
mand of revenue for the purpofes of corruption. 

• I niuft 
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I muft not, however, forget that there is 
ONE of their debts on which no finking 
fund can have afTy effcdl ; and which it is 
impoffible for them to difcharge:— — 
A debt, greater, perhaps, than has been 
ever due from any country; and which 
will be deeply felt by their lateft poftcrity. 
— But it is a debt of ghatitude only — 
Of GRATITUDE to that General, who has. 
been raifed up by Providence to make 
them free and independent, and whofe 
name muft fhine among the firft in the fu- 
ture annals of the benefadors of mankind. , 

The meafurc now propofcd may prcferve 
America for ever from too great an accu- 
mulation of debts; and, confcqucntly, of 

taxes -an evil which is likely to be tHe 

ruin not only of Britain^ but of other £(/- 
ropcan States.— But there are meafurcs of 
yet greater confequence, which I wifli ar- 
dently to recommend and inculcate. 

For the fal^e. of mankind, I wifh to fee 
every meafure adopted that can liavc a ten- 
dency to prefervc peace in America-, and 
to make it an open and fair ftage for difcuf- 
fion, and the feat of pesifect liberty. 

Of 
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Of P E A C E, 

And the Means of perpetuating it. 

GIVIL Government is an expedient for 
collecting the wifdom and force of a 
community or confederacy, in order to pre- 
ferve its peace and liberty againft every hof- 
tile invafion, Whether from within or from 

without. ^In the latter of thefe rcfpedls, 

the United States arc happily fecurcd j but 
they are far from being equally happy in 
the former refpe£t. Having now% in con- 
fcquence of their fuccefsful rcfiftance of 
the invafion of Britain^ united to their 
remotcnefs from Europe^ no external enemy 
to fear, they are in danger of fighting with 
one another. — This is ihcxx greateft danger; 
and providing fecurities againfl it is their 
hardejl work. Should they fail in this, 
America may fomc time or other be turned 
into a fccne of blood j and inftead of being 
the hope and refuge of the world, may 
become a terror to it. 

When a difputc arifcs among individuals 
in a State, an appeal is made to a court of 

law; 
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law; that is, to the wifdom and jnfticc 
of the State. The court decides. The 
lofing party acquiefces j or, if he docs 
not, the power of the State forces him 
to fubmiffion ; and thus the cfFedts of 
contention are fuppreft, and peace is main- 
tained. In a way fimilar to this, peace 

may be maintained between any number 
of confederated States 5 and I can almoft 
imagine, that it is not impoflible but that by 
fuch means univerfal peace may be produc- 
ed, and all war excluded from the world.— 
Why may we not hope to fee this begun in 
America ?— The articles of confedera- 
tion make confiderable advances towards 
it. When a difpute arifes between any of 
the States, they order an appeal to Cpngrefs 
— an enquiry by Congrcfs, — a hearing, — 
and a decifion.-— But here they flop. — What 
is moft of all neccffary is omitted. No 
provifion is made for enforcing the dcci- 
fions of Congrefs ; and this renders them 
inefficient and futile. I am by no means 
qualified to point out the beft method of 
removing this dcfc£l. Much muft be given 
up for this purpofe, nor is it eafy to give 
up too much. Without all doubt the: 

powers 
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powers of Congrefs muft be enlarged. In 
particular, a power muft be given it to 
colled, on certain emergencies, the force 
of the confederacy, and to employ it in 
carrying its decifions into execution. A 
St9te againft which a decidon is n^ade, will 
yi^ld of courfc when it. knows that fuch a 
force exiils, and that it allows no hope 
from refiftancc. 

By this force I do not mean a standing 
-ARMY. God forbid, that flandipg armies 
Ihould ever find an eftablifhment in Ame- 
rica. They arc every where the grand 
fupports of arbitrary power, and the chief 
caufes of the depreflion of mankind. No 
wife people will truft their defence out of 
their own hands, or confcnt to hold their 
rights at the mercy of armed Jlaves. Free 
States ought to be bodies of armed citizens^ 
well regulated and well difcipliaed, and 
always ready to turn out, vi'hcn properly 
called upon, to execute the laws, to quell 
riots, and to keep the peace. Such, if I 
am ' rightly infor^ned, arc the citizens of 
America. Why then may ^not iCoNGREss 
be furniflied with a power of calling out 
fi-om the confederated States, quotas of 
mikh (yjfficicxit to force at once the com- 
pliance 
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pliaiide o^ any State which may ihew ail 
inclination to break the union by reMing 
its dccifions ? 

I am very fenfible that it will be diffi- 
cult to guard fuch a power againft abufe j 
and, perhaps^ better means of anfwering 
this end are difcoverable. In human af- 
fairs, however, the choice generally offered 
us is '* of two evils to take the leaft.** 
We chufe the rcftraint of civil govern- 
ment, becaufe a lefs evil than anarchy j 
and, in like manner, in the prcfent in- 
ftance, the danger of the abufe of power^ 
and of its being employed fomctimes ta 
enforce wrong decifions, muft befubmitted 
to, becaufe a lefs evil than the mifery of 
inteftiiie wars. Much, however, may be 
done to lefTen this danger. Such regula- 
tions as thofe in the ninth of the articles of 
confederation will, in a great meafure, pre- 
vent hafty and partial decifions. The ro- 
tation eftablifhed by the fifth article will 
prevent that corruption of chara^er whick 
feldom fails to be produced by the long 
poflefllion of power j and the right referved 
to every State of recalling its Delegates 
when diflTatisficd with them, will keep them 
conftantly relponfible and cautious. 
D 
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The obfervations now made muft be e^-^ 
tended to money tranfadions. Congr^fs 
muft be traded with a power of procuring 
fupplies for defraying the expences of the 
confederation ( of contrading debts, and 
providing funds for difcharging them : 
and this power muft not be capable of being 
defeated by the oppofition of any minority 
in the States. 

In (hort, the credit of the United States^ 
\ their ftrength, their refpedablenefs abroad^ 
their liberty at home, and even their ex- 
idence, depend on the prefervation of a 
firm political union; and fuch an union 
cannot be preferved, without giving all 
poffible weight and energy to the authority 
of that delegation which conditutes the 
tinioh^ 

Would it not be proper to take perio- 
dical furvcys of the different dates, their 
tliirobcrs of both . Icxes in every dage of 
life, tlielr condition, occupations^ proper** 

ty, ^c.?- Would riot fuch furveys, in 

ctonjunQion* with accurate regiders of 

birtiisV marriages and deaths at all ages, 

afford rnuch important indrudUon by ihew- 

'' • ; ing 
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jng what laws govern human mortality, an4 
what fituations, employments, and civil 
inftitutions, are moff -fevourable to the 
health and happinels of mankind ?■ 
Would they not keep conftantly in view, 
the progrefs of pppulation in the ftates, and 
the incre^fe or decline qf thpir rcfources ? . 
But more efpeci^Ily, a,rc they not the only, 
means of procuring the necpflary informa- 
tion for determining accurately and equita-f 
bly the proportions of men and money to; 
be contributed by each ftate for fupporting 
^nd ftrengthening tl^e confciiieratjan ? . : 
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Of L I B £ «L T ¥• 

TH E next point I would infifi on, as 
an objcd of fupremc importance, is 
the cftablifhmpnt of fqph a iyftcni qf pcr- 
fcd liberty, religious^ as well as civile in 
America, as ihall render it a coiiQtry where 
truth 9Qd reafbn ihall haye fair play, aqd the 
human powers find fpU fcope for exerting 
tbemielves, and for (hewing how far they 
can carry human improvement 

The faculties of roaq have hitherto, in 
all countries, been more or lefs cramped 
by the interference of civil authority in 
matters of fpeculation, by tyrannical laws 
againft herefy and fchifm, and by ilavifh 
hierarchies apd religipqs eftablifhments. 
It is above ^1 things deiirable that no fucl^ 
fetters on rcaibo ihould be admitted intQ 
America. I pbfcry§, with inexprcffible 
fatisfadion, that at prefent they have nq 
exigence there. In this refped the govern- 
ments of the United States are liberal to a 
degree that is unparalleled. They have the 
^nguifhed honour ,of being the firft 

ftates 
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ftatcs updcr heaven in which forms of go- 
vernmept have been eftabliflicd favourable 
to uniyerfal liberty. They have been thus 
diftinguifhed in their infancy. What then 
will they be in a more advanced flate^ 
when time and experience, and the concur- 
ring afliftance of the wife and virtuous in 
every part of the earth, fhall have intro- 
duced into the new governments, correc- 
tions and amendments which will render 
them ftill more friendly to liberty, and 
more the mi^ans of promoting human hap« 
pinefs and dignity?-- — May we not fee; 
there the davrning of brighter days on! 
earth, and a new preation rifing. But I 
muft check myftlf. I am in danger of be- 1 
ing carried too far by the ardpr of my 
hopes/ ; 

' The liberty I nican includes in it liberty 
of conduct in 2X1 civil matters —liberty 
of difcuflion in all fpeculative matters— and 
liberty of confcicncc in all religious mat- 
ters;— — And it is then ferfcdt^ vvhen un- 
der np reftraint except when ufed to injure 
anyone in his perfon, property, or good 
xiamei' that is, iexcept when ufed todeftroy 

mi. ' '':"': ■■ V-- •;■-•■•■■ ■--•; 
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In liberty of difcuiHoY}! I include tho 
liberty of examining all public meafures^ 
and the condud of all public men ; and of 
writing and publifbing on aU fpeculativ<( 
^nd dodrinal points^ 



Of hlBEKTX 0/DlSCUSStOJ{, 

IT is a common opinion, that there arc 
fome dodlrin^ fo f^cred, and others of 
fo bad a tendency, that no public difcuflioA 
of them ought to be allowed. Were this a 
right opinion, all the perfecution that hai^ 
been ever pradifed would bc{ juftified. . For, 
if it is a part of the duty of civil magifirates 
to prevent the difcuffion of fuch doctrines, 
they mitft, ja doing tl^is^ adJ on their own 
Judgments of the nature and tendency, pf 
dofirincs; -acdi confequcntly^.^tl^ey muft 
have a right to. prevent vttiedifcufliQnvQf 
all dodlrines which they think to bC; too fa-, 
cred for difc\jfl^9n.or.too cja^jgerpus intl^ci^ 
tendency;^ ai^d^.this; right, ^hcy;muft exer? 
01 fe in the only way in which civil pow^^^ 
^; capable of exercifing it, "by inflidting 

" penalties, 
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^* pcnaltits bn all who oppofe facrcd doc^ 
*' trines, or who maintain pernicious opi- 
** nions/' — — In Mahometan countries, 
therefore, civil magiftrates have a right td 
iilence and punifh all who oppofe the di* 
fine miflion of Mahomet ^ A doif^lrine there 
reckoned of the moft facred nature. The 
like is true of the dodtrincs of tranfubftan- 
tiation, worfhip of the Virgin Mary, &c. 
in Popijh countries 5 and of the dodrines of 
the Trinity, fatisfa£tion, &c. in Protefiant 
countries.— ^— In England itfcif, this prin- 
ciple has been aded upon, and produced 
the laws Which fubjed td fevere peiialtiea 
all who write or fpeak agaihft the Sii* 
preme Divinity of Chriftj the Book of 
Common Ptayer, ahd the Chutch Articles 
of Faith. All fuch laws are right, if the 
opinion I have ^mentioned is right. But 
in reality, civil power has nothing to do 
with any fuch matters; and civil govef* 
nors go miferably out of theit proper pto* 
vince, whenever they take upon them the 
care of truth, or the fupport of any doc- 
trinal points. They are not judges of 
truth ; and if they pretend to decide about 
it, they will decide wrong; This all the 
countries under heaven thihk of the ap* 
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plication of civil power to dodridal points 
in every country but their own. It is, in* 
deed, fuperilition, idolatry, and nonienfe, 
that civil power at preient fupports almoft 
every where, under the idea of fupportin^ 
\facred truth, and oppofing dangerous err<Q 
Would not, therefore, its perfedl neutrality 
be the greateft blefling ? Would not the 
intereft of truth gain unfpeakably, were all 
the rulers of States to aim ^t nothing but 
keeping the peace; or did they conHder 
themfelves as bound to take care, not of 
the future^ but the prefent intereft of men;— 
not of their fouls and their faitb^ but of 
their perfons and property ; — not of any ec^ 
clefiaJiicalyhMtfecular matters only? 
' All the experience of paft time proves 
that the confequence of allowing civil 
power to judge of the nature and tendency 
of dodrines, muft be making it a hindrance 
to the progrcfs of truth, and an enemy to 
the improvement of the world. 
. Anaxagoras was tried and condemned in 
Greece for teaching that the fun and ftars 
were not Deities, but maffes of corruptible 
matter. Accufations of a like kind con-- 
tributed to the death of Socrates. The 
threats of bigots and the fear of perfccu- 

tion^ 
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tion^ prevented Corpernicus from publifh- 
ing, during his whole life-time, his difco- 
very of the true (yftcm of the veorld. Ga^ 
lileo was obliged to renounce the dodlrinc 
of the motion of the earth, and fufiered a 
year's imprifonment for having affcrted it. 
And fo lately as the year 1742, the beft 
commentary on the firft produdion of hu- 
man genius (Newton's Principid) was 
not allowed to be printed at Rome, becaufe 
it aiTerted this dodrine ; and the learned 
commentators were obliged to prefix to 
their work a declaration, that 6n this point 
they fubmittcd to the decifions of the fu- 
preme Pontiffs. Such have been, and fuch 
(while men continue blind and ignorant) 
mil always be the confcquences of the in- 
terpofition of civil governments in matters 
of fpeculation. 

When men affociate for the purpofe of 
civil government, they do it, not to defend 
truth or to fupport formularies of faith 
and fpeculative opinions; but to defend 
their civil rights, and to proted one ano- 
ther in the free exercifc of their mental 
and corporeal powers. The interference, 
therefore, of civil authority in fuch cafes 
* E is 
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is diredly contrary to tlie end of its ia- 
fiitution. The way in which it can bed 
promote the intcreft and dignity of man- 
kind^ (as far as they can be promoted 
by the difcovery of truth) is, by encou-* 
raging them to fearch^or truth where- 
ever they can find it ; and by proteding 
thcni in doing this againfi the attacks of 
malevolence and bigotry. Should any at- 
tempt be made by contending feds to in-^ 
jure one another, its power will come in 
properly to crufh the attempt /and to main* 
tain for all fc&s equal liberty, by punifhing 
every encroachment upon it. The con* 
dud of a civil magifirate, on fuch an oc* 
cafion, fhould be that of Gallio the wife 
Roman proconful, who, on receiving an 
accufation of the apofile Paul, would not 
liflcn to it, but drove from his prefence the 
accufers who had laid violent hands upon 
hitp, after giving them the following ad* 
monition :— i/* it were a matter of wrong 
or wicked lewdnefs^ reafon would require that 
IJbould bear with you, Bui if it be a quej- 
Hon of words and names and the law^ look 
you to it. For I will he no judge of fuch 
matters. Adsxviii. 12. &c. How much 
happier would the world have been, had 
all magiflratcs aded in this maimer ?, Let 
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America learn this important lefTon, and 
profit by the experience of paft times. 
A difTent from ejiablijbed opinions and 
dodrines has indeed often miferably di- 
fturbed fociety, and produced mifchief and 
bloodfhed. But it fliould be remembered, 
that this has been owing to the ejiablijb- 
mcnt of the points diffcntcd from, and the 
ufe of civil power to enforce the reception 
of them. Had civil government done 
its duty, left a)l free, and employed it- 
felf in ^rorr/r/n^ inflead of refiramingh\t 
difcuflion, all mifchief would have been 
avoided, and mankind would have been 
raifed higher than they are in knowledge 
and improvement. 

When Chriftianity, that firft and beft of all 
the means of human improvement, w^as firft 
preached, it was charged with turning the 
world upfide down. The leaders of Jewifh 
and Pagan eflablifhments were alarmed, and 
by oppofing the propagation of it, converted 
a religion of peace and love into an occafion 
of violence andflaughter ; and thus verified 
our Lord's prophecy, that he was come 
not to fend peace ^ but a /word on earth. All 
this was the cffed of the mifapplication 
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of the powers of govcrnincnt. Inflead of 
creating^ they (hould have been employed 
in preventing fuch mifchief, and been a6iive 
only in caufing the Chriftian caufe to re- 
ceive a fair bearing, and guarding the pro- 
pagators of it againft jnfult — The like 
obfervation n^ay be made concerning the 
firft reformers. — What wc all fee would 
have been right in Pagan and Popijb go- 
vernments with refped to Chriftianity and 
the Reformation ; would it not be now 
right in Chrijiian or Proteftant govern- 
ments, were any attempts made to pro- 
pagate a new religion, or any doctrines 
advanced oppofite to thofe now held facred ? 
Such attempts, if unfupportcd by reafon 
and evidence, would foon come to nothing. 
An impoflure cannot ftand the teft of fair 
and open examination. On the contrary, 
the caufe of truth will certainly be ferved 
by it. Mabometanffm would have funk as 
foon as it rofe, had no other force than that 
of evidence been employed to propagate it; 
^nd it is an unfpeakablc recommendation of 
Chrifiianity^ that it made its way till it 
\^^zmp the religion of the world in one 
of its mott enlightened periods, by evidence 

only, in oppofition to the ftrongeft exer- 
• • . • ^ tions 
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tions of civil power. There cannot be a 
more ftriking proof, that nothing but fair 
difcuflion is ncceffary to fupprcfs error and 
to propagate truth, 1 am grieved, indeed, 
whenever I find any Chriftians fhewing a 
difpofition to call in the aid of civil power 
to defend their religion. Nothing can be 
more difgraceful to it. If it wants fuch 
aid, it cannot be of God, Its corruption 
and debafement took place from the mo- 
ment that civil power took it under its 
patronage } and this corruption and debafe- 
ment increafed, till at laft it was convert- 
cd into a fyftem of abfurdity and fuperdi- 
tion more grofs and more barbarous than 

Paganifm itfelf. The religion of Chrift 

difclaims all connexion with the civil efia- 
blifliments of the world. It has fufFered 
infinitely by their frkndjbip, Inftead of 
filencing its opponents, let them be encou- 
raged to produce their ftrongeft arguments 
againft it. The experience of Britain has 
lately (hewn that this will only caufe it 
to be better underftpod and more firmly 
believed. 

I would extend tbefc obfervatlons to all 
points of faith, however facred they may 

be 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



C 30 ] 

be deemed. Nothing reafbhable can fufFer < 
by difcuiHon. All dod^rines really facred 
xnuft be clear and incapable of being op- 
pofcd with fuccefs. If civil authority in- 
terpofeS) it will be to fupport fome mif- 
conception or abufe of them. 

That immoral tendency o£ doArincs which 
has been ur^ed as a reafon againft allowing 
the public difcuilion of themt mud be 
cither avowed and direSt^ or only a confe^ 
quence with which they are charged. Jf 
it is avovoed and dire€l^ fuch dodrines 
certainly will not fpread. The principles 
rooted in human nature will refift them ; 
and the advocates of them will be foon 
difgraced. If, on the contrary, it is only a 
eonfequence with which a dodrine is charged, 
it fhould be confidered how apt all parties 
are to charge the doctrines they oppofc 
with bad tendencies. It is well known, 
that Calvini/is and Arminians^ Trinitarians 
and SocinianSi Fatalijis and Free-wilier s^ 
are continually exclaiming againft one ano* 
.ther*8 opinions as dangerous and licentious. 
Even Chriftianity itfelf could not, at its fird 
iptrodudion, efcape this accufatipn. The 
profefTors of it were confidered as Atheifis^ 
bccaufe they oppofed Pagan idolatry ; and 

their 
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their religion was on this account reckoned 
a dcftrudive and pernicious enthufiafm. 
If, therefore, the rulers of a State arc to 
prohibit the propagation of all dodrincs in 
which they apprehend immoral tendencies, 
an opening will be made, as I have before 
obferved, for every fpecies of perfecution. 
There will be no dodrine, however true ot 
important, the avowal of which will not in 
fome country or other be fubjcded to civil 
penallies.—^Undoubtcdly, there are doc- 
trines which have fuch tendencies. But 
the tendencies of fpcculative opinions have 
often very little efFed on pradicc. The 
Author of nature has planted in the human 
mind principles and feelings which will 
operate in oppofition to any theories that 
may feem to contradidl them. Every fed, 
whatever may be its tenets, has fome JalvQ 
for the neceffity of virtue. The philofo- 
phcrs who hold that matter and motion 
have no exiftence except in our own ideas, 
are capable of believing this only in their 
clofets. The fame is true of the philoib- 
phers who hold that nothing cxifts hut 
matter and motion ; and at the fame time 
teach,, that man has no felf-determining 

power;. 
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power; that an unalterable fate governs 
all things ; and that no one // any thing 
that he can avoid beings or does any thing 

that he can avoid doing. ^Thefe philo- 

ibphers when they come out into the 
world ad as other men do. Common 
&ni£jipver fails to get the better of their 
theories ; and I know that many of them 
are Ibme of the bed as well as the ableft men 
in the world, and the warmed friends to the 
true intereds of fociety. Though their doc- 
trine may feem to furnifh an apology for 
vice» their pradice is an exhibition of 
virtue ; and a government which would 
filence them would greatly injure itfelf — 
Only overt ads of injudicc, violence or de- 
famation, come properly under the cogni- 
zance of civil power. Were a perfon now 
to go about London, teaching that ^^ pro* 
** pcrty is founded in grace/' I fliould, 
were 1 a magidrate, let him alone while 
he did nothing but tecchy without being 
under any other apprehenfion than that he 
would foon find a lodging in Bedlam. But 
were he to attempt to carry his dodrine 
into its confcquences by adually Jhealing^ 
under the pretence of his right as a faint 
to the property of his neighbours, I (hould 

think 
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think it my duty to lay hold of him as a 
felon, without regarding the . opinion from 
which he z€ted. 

I am perfuaded, that few or no jncon- 
veniencies would arife from fuch a liberty. 
If magiftrates will do their duty as fooii 
as violence begins, or any overt ads 
which break the peace are committed, no 
great harm will arife from their keep"^ 
ing themfelves neutral till then. Let, how- 
icver, the contrary be fuppofed. Let it 
be granted that civil authority will in this 
tafe often be too late in its exertions ; the 
juft inference will be, not that the liberty 
I plead for ought not to be allowed j but 
that there will be two evils, between which 
ian option muft be made, and the leaft of 

which muft be preferred. One is, the 

evil juft mentioned. The other includes 

in it every evil which can arife from mak- 
ing the rulers of States judges of the ten- 
dency of dodrines, fubjeding freedom of 
enquiry to the controul of their ignorance, 
and perpetuating darknefs, intolerance and 
flavery. I need not fay which of thcfe cviltf 
is the leaft. 



Digitized by VjL 



oogk 



t 3+ ] . 



Of Liberty qf Conscience, and Civit 
Establishments of Religion. 

N Liberty of Conscience I include 
much more than Toleration. Jefus Chrift 
has eftablifhed a perfed equality among his 
followers. His command is, that they 
ihall affume no jurifdi^lon over one ano- 
ther, and acknowledge no mader befides 
^/wjA^.— It is, therefore, prefumption iri 
any of them to claim a right to any fupe* 
tiority or pre-eminence over their brethreil. 
Such a claim is iitiplied, whenever dny of 
them pretend to tolerate the reft.-— —Not 
only all Chrijiians^ but all men of all reli- 
gions ought to be conlidered by a State as 
equally entitled to its protedion as far ai 
they demean themfelves honeftly and peace- 
ably. Toleration can take place only where 
there is a civil eftabliflbment of a particu- 
lar mode of religion ; that is, where a pre- 
dominant fed enjoys eoiclufive advantages, 
and makes the encouragement of its own 
mode of faith and worfbipa part of the 
conftitution of the State •, but at the fame 

time 
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time thinks fit to suffer the exercife of 
other modes of faith ^nd worfliip. Thanks 
be to God, the new American States are at; 
prefcnt ftrangers to fuch cftabliijimcnts. 
In this refpe^t^ 9s well as m^ny others, 
they have (hewn, in framing their conftitii- 
tions, ^ degree of wifdom an4 liber^h'ty 
which is above all praife. 

Civil edablifhrnepts of foroiularies of I 

faith and worfhip are iqconfiftent with the 1 

rights of private judgment-— They engender '- 

ftrife — They turn religion into a trade— 
They Cioar up error — ^They produce hy- 
pocrify and prevarication— —They lay an | 

undue bias on the humjin mind in its ' ^ 

enquiries, and obdrud the progrefs of l 

truth. Genuine religion is a concern | 

that lies entirely between God and our I 

own fouls. It is incapable of receiving any [: 

aid from human laws. It is contaminated 
^s foon as worldly motives and fandions 
mix their influence with it. Statefmen I 

(hould countenance it only by exhibiting ■ 

jn their own example a confcientious re-» ! 

garcj to it in thofe forms which are moft 
^grqeable to their own judgments, and by ^ 

pncQur^ging their fellow-citi?ens in doing 
^he faqe. They cannot as public men give 
F 2 it 
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It any other aflif^ance. All *be{)des that 
has bpcn called a p^bJic leading in religion, 
has done it ^n efTential injury, and produc- 
ed fbme of the worft confequences. 

The Church Eftabliftiment in Enj^/flfn^ 15 

one of the mildeft and beft fort. But even 

^* here what a fnare h^s it been to integrity ? 

'^ And what a check to free . encjuiry? 
What difpofitions favourable to defpotifm 
has^it fofiered? What a turn to pride 
and narrownefs and domination has, it 
given the clerical charadcr ? What ftrug- 
gles has it produced in its members to 
accommodate their opinions to the fub« 
fcriptions and tefts which it impofes ? What 
a perverfion of learning has it occafioned 
to defend obfolete creeds and abfurdities I 
What a burthen is it on the confciehccs of 

* ibme- of its beft clergy, who, in confe- 

quencc of being bound down to a fyftcm 

they do not approve, and having no fup- 

port except that which they derive from 

conforming to it, find themfelves undef^ 

the hard nccefiity of either prevaricating 

or Jiarvingf- — ?-No one doubts but that 

the Englifli clergy in general could with 

wore truth declare, that they do not^ than 

that they do give their unfeigned ajfent to 
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all and every thing contained in the thirty- 
nine Articles and the Book of Common^ 
Prayer j and yet, with a folcmn declaration 
to this purpofe, are they obliged to enter 

^ upon an office which above all offices re<« 
quires thofe who exercife it to be examples 

' of fimplicity an4 fincerity.— Who can 
help execrating the caufe of fuch an evil ? 

But what 1 wiih mod to urge is the ten* 
dency of religious efiablifhments to im« 
pede the improvement of the world. They 
are boundaries prefcribed by human folly 
to. human invefligation ; and inclofures 
which intercept the light and confine the 
exertions of reafon. Let any one imagine 
to himfelf what efFeds (imilar eflablifb* 
ments would have in Philofophy, Naviga-^ 
tion, Metaphyficks, Medicine or Mathe* 
maticks* Something like this took place 
in Logick and Philofophy ; while . the 
IPSE DIXIT of Ariftotlc and the nonfenfc 
of the fchools maintained an authority like 
that of the creeds of churchmen : And the 
efFed was a longer continuance of the 
world in the ignorance and barbarity of 
the dark age$. But civil eflablifhments of 
religion arc more pernicious. So apt arc 
mankind to mifreprefent the chara^er of 

the 
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the Deity, and to connedi his favour with 
particular modes of faith, that it mud bo 
expeded, that a rdigion fo fettled will be 
what it has hitherto been — a gloomy and 
eruel fuperftition bearing the name of re-» 
ligion. 

. It has been long a fubje£l of difpute, 
which is worft in its cffedJs on fociety, 
Jw:h a religion or fpeculative Atheifm. For 
my own part, I could almoft give the prefe-, 
r^nce to the latter.— —Atheism is fo re-: 
pugnant to every principle of common 
fcnfe» that it is not poflible it fhould ever 
gain much ground, or become very prevar 
lent. On tho contrary ; there is a par-* 
ticular proneneis in the human mind 
to SuPE&STiTiON, and nothing is more 
likely to become prevalent.— —Atheism 
leaves us to the full influence of mod 
of our natural feelings and focial princit 
ples; and thefe are fo flrong in their 
operation, that in general they zrc a fuf-i 
ficient guarrd to the order of fociety. But 
Superstition counterads thefe princif 
pies, by holding forth men to one another 
as objeds of divine hatred ; and by putting 
them on harafling, iilencing, imprifoning 
and burning one another iq order to do 

God fcrvicc. — Atheism is a fan£luary for 

^ T vice 
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Vice by taking away the motives to virtue 
arifing from the will of God and the fear 
of a future judgment. But Superstition 
is more a landuary for vice, by teaching 
men ways of pleafing God without moral 
virtue, and by leading them even to com- 
pound for wickcdnefs by ritual ierviccs, 
by bodily penances and mortifications, by 
adorning (brines, going pilgrimages, faying 
many prayers, receiving abfolutions from the 
prieft, exterminating heretics, &c. — Athe- 
ism deilroys the facrednefs and obligation 
oif an dath. JBut has there not been alfo a 
religion (fo called) which has done this, by 
leading its profcfTors to a perfuaHon that 
there exifls a power on earth vvhich can dif- 
pcnfe with the obligations of oaths, that 
^ious frauds are right, and that faith is not 
to be kept with heretics ? 

tt is indeed only a rational and liberal 
religion J a religion founded on juft no- 
tions of the Deity as a being who regards 
equally every finccre worfliipper, and by 
whom all are alike favoured as far as they 
ad up to the light they enjoy ; a religion 
which confifts in tha imitation of the moral 
perfeQions of an almighty but benevolent 
governor of jiature, who direds for^he , 
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faeft all events, in confidence in the cirii 
of his providence, in refignation to his 
ivin, and in Ihc faithful difcharge of evefy 
duty of piety and morality from a regard 
to bis authority and the apprehenfions of a 

future righteous retribution. It is only 

^His religion (the infpiring principle of 
every thing fair and worthy and joyful, 
and ^hkh in truth is nothing but the 
love of God and man and virtue warming 
the heart and direding the condud.) — It is 
otify THIS kind of religion that can blefs 
the world, or be an advantage to fociety. — 
This is the religion that every enlightened 
friend to mankind will be zealous to pro* 
mote. But it is a i*eligion that the powers 
of the world know little of, arid which 
\frill always be beft promoted by being 
left free and open. 

I cannot help adding here, that fuch 

jh particular is the Chrijiian religion. 

Chriftianity teaches us that there is none 
good but one, that is, God ; that he willeth 
rfl men to be faved,and will punilh nothing 
but wickedncfs j that he defires mercy 
and not facrifice (benevolence rather than 
rituals) ; that loving him with all our hearts, 
and loving our neighbour as Ouirfelves, is 
the whole of our iluty J and'thatf in evefy 
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nation he that feareth him and worketh 
righteoufnefs is accepted of ]iim. It refls 
its authority on the power of Gdci, not of 
man 5 refers itfclf entirely to the under- 
(landing^ of men; makes us the fubjedls of 
a kingddfti that is not of this world; and 
requires us to elevate our minds above tem- 
poral dmoluments, a«d to look forwards tb 
a ftate beyond the grave^ where a govern- 
ment of perfcd virtue will be eredcdundcr 
that Meiiiah who has tafied death for every 
mail. — ^ What have the powers of the world 
tddd withfuch a religion?— It difolaim^all 
contie^ioii with them ; it made its way at 
firfi in oppofitioii to them ; and, as fdir aid 
it \i liOw upheld by them, it is difllo* 
nouted and vilified. 

The injury which civil eftablifhments do 
to Chriflianity may be learnt from the fol- 
lowing confiderations. 

Firft. The fpirit of religious eftablifli* 
roents is oppofite to the fpirit of Chriftir 
anity. It is a fpirit of pride and tyranny 
iii oppiofition to the Chriftiari lowly fpirit ; 
a contraQed and felfifli fpirit, in oppofi- 
tion ;to the Chriftian enlarged and benevo- 
lent fpirit i the fpirit of the world in pp- 
pofition to the Chriftian heavenly fpirit. 

G SecondIy?8l^ 
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Secondly^ Religious eflabliihments are 
founded 6n a claim of authority in the 
Chrifiian phurch which overthrows Chrift's 
authority. He has in the fcriptures given 
his followers a code of laws, to which he 
requires them to adhere as their only guide. 
But the language of the framers of church 
cfiablifhments is — We have authority in con^ 
•* troverfies of faiths and power to decree rites 
•• and ceremonies. We are the deputies of 
** Chrift upon earth, who have been com- 
^'ffiiinoned by him to interpret his laws, 
** and to rule his church. You muft there- 
** fore follow US. The fcriptures are infuf- 
^^ ficient. Our interpretations you muft 
^^ receive as Chrifi's laws ; our. creeds as 
^ his doctrine J our inventions as his in- 
•• ftitutions.'* 

It is evident, as the excellent Hoadly 
has fhewn, that thefe claims turn Chrift 
out of the government of his own king* 
dom, and place ufurpers on his throne.*— 
They are therefore derogatory to^ his ho- 
nour ; and a fubmiffion to them is a breach 
of the allegiance due to him. Th^y have 
been almoft fatal to true Chriftianity; and 
attempts to enforce them by civil penalties, 

have 
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have watered the Chrtflian world with the 
blood of faints and martyrs. 

Thirdly. The difficulty of introducing 
^ alterations into church eftablifhments after 
they have been once formed, is another 
objection to them. Hence it happens, that 
they remain always the fame amidft all 
changes of public manners and opinions * } 
and that a kingdom even of Chriftians may 
go on for ages in idolatrous worfhip, after 
a general convidion may have taken place, 
that there is but one being whoyis' the 
proper objed of religious adoration, and 
that this one being is that one only living 
and true God who ient Chrifi into the world, 
and who \s bis no lefs than he is our God * 
and father. What a fad fcene of religious 
hypocrify mud fuch a difcordance betweea 
public convidion and the public forms pro* 
duce? 

* This IS an inconvenience attending civil as well as 
iecUfiaJlical eftabltflimcntSy which has been with great 
wifdoni guarded againft in the new Amirican conAitu-. 
tions, by appointing that there (hall be a revifal of them 
at the en4 of certain terms. This will leave them 
always open to improvement, without any danger of 
thore;Convuiripna which have ufually attended the cor-^ 
redion of abu(c$ when they have required a facrednefs 
by time. ' ' 
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Atthis day^ in fbme European countrieSy 
the abfurdity an4 ilavHbnefs of their liiei* 
rarchieft are feen and acknowledged ; but 
|)emg incorporated with the fiate, it is 
fcarcdy poflible to get rid of them. 

What can be more ilriking than the State 
of England in this refped?— The fyftem 
of faith and wor(hip edablrfhed in it was 
formed above two hundred years ago, when 
Europe was juft emerging from darknefs 
and barbarity. The times have ever fince 
^en (growing more enlightened ^ »but with^ 
out any efFed on the efiablifhment. Not a 
ray of the increaiing light has penetrated it. 
I^ot bne imper>fe^ion, however grofs, 'has 
been removed. The fame articles <*f faith 
ate fubf^ribcd. Thfe 'feme ritual df devo- 
tion is prafiifed.^Thcrc is reafon to fear 
that the abfoIuti6ndf the JtcK which forms 
a^rt of this ritual, iis^c^ten refdrted to as 
a pafTport to heaven after a wicked life; 
^nd jet it is pontiriucd.— Perhaps nothing 
more ihocking to reafon and humanity ever 
made a part of a religious iyftem than the 
damning elawfes in the Atbariafian cxtt^ j 
and. yet tjie pbligatjon of .;the (jlptgy to 
declare ^iTent tp this creed, and 'to^read 
it a? a part pf the publip djpyotidn, re- 
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The necdTary confcquence of fuch a ftatc 
of things is, that. 

Fourthly. Chriftianity itfelf is difgraccd, 
and that all religion comes to be considered 
as a ftate trick, and a barbarous mummery. 
It is well known, that in fome PopiOi 
countries there are few Chriftians among 
the higher ranks of men, the religion of 
the State being in thofe countries mifiaken 
for the religion of the Gofpel. This in- 
deed fliews a criminal inattention in thofe 
who fall into fuch a miftakcj for they 
ought to confider that Chriftianity has been 
grievoufly corrupted, and that their ideas 
of it fhould be taken from the New Tefta- 
ment only. It is, however, fo natural to 
reckon Chriftianity to be that which it is 
held out to be in all the eftablifliments of 
«, that it cannot but happen that fuch an 
error will take place and produce fome of 
the worft confequences. There is pro- 
bably a greater number of rational Chrift- 
ians (that is, of Chriftians upon enquiry) 
in England, than in ail Popiftj countries. 
The reafon is, that the religious eftabliftil 
ment here isi Popery reformed j and that a 
confiderable body diflent from it, and are 
often inculcating the ncceffi'ty of diftin- 
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guifliing between the Chriftianity eftablifh- 
. cd by law and that which is taught in the 

Bible. Certain it is, that till this di- 

fiindion is made, Chriftianity can never 
recover its jufi credit and ufefulnefs. 

Such then are the effeds of civil efta- 
blifhmcnts of religion. May heaven foon 
put an end to them. The world will 
^ never be generally wife or virtuous or 
happy, till thefe enemies to its peace and 
improvement are demoliflied. Thanks be 
to God, they are giving way before incrcaf- 
ing light. Let them never fhew them- 
ielves in America. Let no fuch monfter 
be known there as human authority 

IN MATTERS OF RELIGION. Let CVCry 

honeft and peaceable man, whatever is 
his faith, be proteded there ; and find an 
efiedual defence againft the attacks of bi- 
gotry and intolerance.— In the United States 
may Religion flourifh. They cannot be 
very great and happy if it does not. But let 
it be a better religion than moft of thofe 
which have been hitherto profeflcd in the 
world. Let it be a religion which enforces 
moral obligations ; not a rdiigion which re-> 
Ia3(cs ^nd evades them.-f- A (blerant andGi«( 
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tholic religion ; not a rage for profelytifm.-— 
A religion of peace and charity ; not a 
religion that perfecutes, curfcs and damns. 
——In a word» let it be the genuine Gof- 
pcl of peace lifting above the world, warm- 
ing the heart with the love of God and 
his creatures, and fufiaining the fortitude 
of good men by the afliired hope of a 
future deliverance from death, and an in* 
finite reward in the everlajiing kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour. : :'>••'* 

From the preceding obfcr vat ions it may 
be concluded, that it is impollible I (hould^ 
not admire the following article in the de- 
claration of rights which forms the foun- 
dation of the Majfachufetfs conftitution.— 
" In this State every denomination of 
•• Chriftians demeaning themfelves peacc^ 
•* ably and as good fubjeds of the com- 
" mon wealth, fliall be equally under the 
" protection of the law; and no fubordi- 
" nation of any one fed or denomina- 
" tion to another fhall ever be eftabliflied 
•* by lawV 

• The North Carolina conftitution alb orders that 
there (hall be no eftablifliment of any one religious church 
or denomination in that State in preference xo anv other, ' 
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This^ is liberal beyond all example.— I 
ihoUld, hdwever, have admired it more 
had it been More liberal^ and the words , 
Att M£N OF ALL REtiGioSs been fub* 
ftitutid for the words evetf denomination 
of Chrifiidns.- 

It appears farther from the preceding 
obfervations, that I cannot bnt diflike the 
religious tefts which make a part of fcveral 

of the American conflitutiofts. In the 

Majfachujetfs conftitution it is ordered, that 
all who take feats in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives or Senate (hall declare " their 
** firm perfuafion of the truth of the 
^ Chriftian religion/' The fame is re^ 
quired by the Mary/ani conftitution, as a 
condition of being admitted into i7;7y places 
of profit or truft. In Penfylvania every 
member of the Houfe of Reprefcntatiyes 
is required to declare, that he ** acknow- 
ledges the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament to be given by divine 
infpiration/' In the State of Delaware^ 
that "he believes in God the Father, and 
** in Jcfus Chrift his only Son, and in the 
** Holy Ghoft, one God blefled for ever- 
^ more/' All this is more than is re- 
quired even in England, where^ though 
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every perfon however debauched or athe- 
iftical is required to receive the facrament 
as a qualification for inferior places, no 
other reh'gious tefl is impofed on members of 
parliament than a declaration againft Popery* 
— It is an obfervation no lefs juft thancoiA- 
mon, that fuch tefls exclude only honeft 
men. The i/xhoneft never fcruplc them. 

Montesquieu probably was not a 
Chriftian. Newton and Locke were not 
Trinitarians ; and therefore not Chrijiians 
according to the commonly received ideas 
of Chriftianity. Would the United States, 
for this reafon, deny fuch men, were they 
living, all places of truft and power among 
them? 
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Of Education. 

SUCH IS the ftatc of things which I wi(h 
to take place in the united American 
States. — In order to introduce and perpe- 
tuate it, and at the fame time to give it 
the greateft efFed on the improvement of 
the world, nothing is more neceflary than 
the eftabliiOhment of a wife and liberal plan 
of Education. It is impoffible properly 
to reprefent the importance of this. So 
much is left by the author of nature* to 
depend on the turn given to the mind in 
early life, and the impreflions then made, 
, that! I have often thought there may be a 
Jecrei remaining to be difcovered in educa- 
tion, which will caufe future generations 
to grow up virtuous and happy, and acce- 
lerate human improvement to a greater de- 
gree than can at prefent be imagined. 

The end of education is to dired the 

powers of the mind in unfolding them- 

felves ; and to ailift them in gaining their 

' juft bent and force. And, in order to this, 

its 
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Its bufinefs fliould be to teach iJo-u; to think, /^ 
rather than what to think ; or to lead into the 
bed way of fcarching for truth, rather than 
to inftrud in truth itfelf.— As for the latter, 
who is qualified for it ?— There are many in- 
deed who are eager to undertake this office. 
All parties and feels think they have difcover- 
ed truth, and are confident that they alone are 
its advocates and friends But the very dif- 
ferent and inconfiftcnt accounts they give 
of it denionftrate they are utter flrangers 
to it i ^nd that it is better to teach nothings 
than to teach what they hold out for tfuth. 
The greater their confidence, the greater 
is the reafon for diftrufting them. Wc 
generally fee the warmeft zeal, where the 
objedof it is the greateft nonfenfe. 

Such obfervations liavc a particular ten- - 
dency to (hew that education ought to be 
an initiation into candour, rather than into 
any fyftems of faith; and that it fliould 
form a habit of cool and patient invefliga- 
tion, rather than an attachment to any. 
opinions. 

But hitherto education has been con- 
ducted on a contrary plan. It has been 
a contra6lion^ not an enlargement of the 
H 2 in- 
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intelledual faculties ; an wjeGlion of fulfc 
principles hardening them in error, not 
a difcipline enlightening and improving 
them. Inftead of opening and flrengthen- 
ing them, and teaching to xh\nk freely -^ it 
hath cramped and enflaved them, and qua- 
lified for thinking only in one track. In{}ead 
of inftilling humility, charity, and liberality, 
.and thus preparing for an eafier difcovery 
and a readier admiffion of truth y it has in- 
flated with conceit, and flufFed the human 
pind with wretched prejudices. *- 

The more has been learnt Uomfucb edu- 
^ .pation» the more it becomes neceffary to 
»nlearn. The more has been taught in 
this way, of fo much the more muft the 
mind be .emptied before true wifdom can 
jCnter. — Suc^i was .education in the time of" 
ihe firft teachers of Chrjflianity. By fur- 
liilhing with ikill in the arts of difputation 
and fophiftry, and producing in attacihment 
to eftablifhed fyftems, it turned the minds 
,cf men from truth, and rendered them more 
determined to xefift evidence and more 
.capable of evadiqg it Hence it happened, 
4:hat this hcgyenly inftrq^on, when ifirft 
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communicated, was to the Jews ajiumbling 
blocks and to the Creeks foolijhnefs j and 
that, in fpitc of miracles themfelves^ the 
pcrfons who rcjedcd with moft difdain, 
and who oppofed it with moft violence, were 
thofe who had been educated in colleges, 
and were beft verfed in the falfc learning 
of the times : And had it taught the true 
philofophy inftead of the true religion, the 
effed would have been the fame. The 
dodlrine ** that the fun ftood flill, and that 
*' the earth moved round it," would have 
been reckoned no lefs abfurd and incredible, 
than the doctrine of a crucified Mejfiah^ 
And the men who would have treated fuch 
an inflrudion with moft contempt, would 
have been the wife and the prudent \ that 
is, the proud fophifts and learned dodors 
of the times, who had ftudicd the Ptole^ 
piaic fyflem of the world, and learnt, by 
.cycles and epicycles, to account for all the 
plot ions of the heavenly bodies. 

In like njanner, when the improvement 
,of Logick in Mr. Lockers EJay on the 
Human Underjianding was firft publifhcd 
jin Britain^ the perfons readieft to attend 
^o it 9nd to receive it were thofe who had 

never 
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never been trained in colleges ; and whofe 
minds, therefore, had never been per- 
verted -by an inftrudion in the jargon of 
ihe fchools. To the deep profeffors of the 
time> it appeared (like the dodrine taught 
in his book oh the Reafonablenefs of 
Chriftianity) to be a dangerous novelty 
and herefyj and the Univerfity of Ox- 
FOKD, in particular, condemned aud repro- 
bated the author. The like happened 

when Sir Isaac Newton's difcoveries 
were firft publiftied. A romance (that is, 
the Fhilofophy of Descartes) was then 
in poffeflion of the. philofophical worM. 
Education had ri vetted it in the minds of 
the learned-, and it was twenty- fcven years 
before Newton^s Principia could gain 
fufficicnt credit to bring it to a fecond 
cditidn. — Such are the prejudices which 
have generally prevailed againft new lights. 
Such the impediments which have been 
thrown in the way of improvement by a 
narrow plan of education. — Even now the 
principal objed of education (efpecially in 
divinity) is to teach eftabliftied fyftems as 
certain truths, and to qualify for fuccefs- 
fully defending them againft opponents; 

and 
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and thus to arm the mind againft convic- 
tion, and render it impenetrable to fanner 
light. Indeed, w?rc it offered to my op- 
tion which I woulu I*u \ the plain fenfe 
of a common and untutored inan, or the 
deep erudition of the proud fcholars and 
profefTors in moft univerfitiesi I fhould 
eagerly prefer the former, from a per- 
fuafion that it would leave me at a lefs 
diHance from real wifdom. An unoccupied 
and iimple mind is infinitely preferable 
to a mind warped by fyflemsj and the 
entire want of learning better than a learn* 
ing, fuch as moft of that is which hitherto 
has been fought and admired — A learning 
which pufFs up, while in reality it is no- 
thing but profounder ignorance and more 
inveterate prejudice. 

It may be worth. adding here, that a nar- 
row education (fhould it ever happen not 
to produce the evils now mentioned) will 
probably produce equal evils of a' contrary 
nature. I mean, that there will be danger, 
when perfons fo educated come to fee the 
abfurdity oi fome of the opinions in which 
they have been educated, that they will 
become prejudiced againft them all^ and, 
confcquently, throw them all away, and 

run 
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run wild into fcepticifin and infidelity.— 
At prefent, in this part of the world this 
is a very common event. 

I am by no means qualified to give a juft 
account of the particular method in which 
education ought to be conduced, fb as to 
avoid thefe evils ; That is, fo as to render 
the mind free and unfettered ; quick in 
difcerning evidence, and prepared to follow 
it from whatever quarter and in whatever 
manner it may offer itfelf. But certain it 
is, that the beft mode of education is that 
which does this moft efFedlually ; which 
guards beft againfl filly prejudices ; which 
enflames moft with the love of truth j which 
diipofes moft to ingenuity and fairnefs ; and 
leaves the mind moft fenfible of its own 
need of farther information. — Had this 
been always the aim of education, mankind 
would now have been fiirther advanced: — 
It fuppofes, however, an improved {tatt of 
mankind ; and when once it has ' taken 
place, it will quicken the progrefs of /m- 
frovement. 

I have in thefe obfervations expreffed a 
di/like of fyftcms ; but I have meant only 
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to condemn that attachment to them a^ 
ftandards of truth which has been too pre- 
valent. It may be neceflary in education 
to make ufe of them ; or of books explain- 
ing them. But they (hould be ufed only 
as guides and helps to enquiry. Inftrudion 
in them fhould be attended with a fair ex- 
hibition of the evidence on both fides of 
every queflion y and care (Iiould be taken 
to induce, as far as ppfTiblc, a habit of be- 
lieving only on an overbalance of evidence j 
and of proportioning aflent in every cafe 
to the degree of that overbalance, without 
regarding authority, antiquity, fingularity, 
novelty, or any of the prejudices which too 

commonly influence aflent. -Nothing is 

fo well fitted to produce this habit, as the 
fludy of mathematics. In thefe fciences no 
one ever thinks of giving his aflent to a 
propofition till he can clearly underftand it 
and lee it proved by a fair dedudion from 
propofitions previoufly underftood and prov- 
^d. In thefe fciences the mind is inured 
to clofe and patient attention ; ihewn the 
nature of jufl: reafonings j and taught to form 
diftind ideas, and to exped clear evidence 
in all cafes before belief They furnifli, 
therefore, the beft exercife for the intellec- 
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tual powers, and the befl defence againft 
that credulity and precipitation and confa-t 
iion of ideas which are the common fources 
of error. 

There is, however, a danger even here to 
be avoided. Mathematical ftudics may abforb 
the attention too much ; and when they 
do, they contrad the mind by rendering it 
incapable of thinking at large ; by difqua- 
lifying it for judging of any evidence ex- 
cept mathematical ; and, confequently, dif- 
pofing it to an unreafonable Icepticifm on 
•11 fubjeds which admit not of fuch evi- 
dence.-^ — -There have been many inftances 
of this narrownefs in mathematicians. 

But to return from this digreflion, — I 
cannot help obferving on this occafibn, with 
refpedto Christianity in particular, that 
education ought to lead to a habit of judg- 
ing of it as it is in the code itfelf of 
Chriftianity; that the dodlrines it reveals 
fhould be learnt only from a critical and 
fair enquiry into the fenCe of this code ; 
and that all. indrudlion in it fhould be a 
preparation for making this enquiry an4 
^ communication of afliftancq in examin- 
ing into the proofs of its divine original, 
and iij ^^t^^piijping to what degree of 

evidence! 

Digitized by VjOOQlt 



[ $9 1 

evidence thefc proofs amouilt, after allbw- 
ing every difficulty its juft weight. -^ — • 
This has never yet been the pradice among 
ChrilHans. The New Teftament has been 
reckoned hitherto an injufficient ftandard of 
Chriftian Divinity j and, therefore, formu- 
laries of human invention pretending to 
explain and define it (but in reality mifre- 
prefenting and diftionouring it) have been 
fubftitutcd in its room j and teaching tbefe 
has been called teaching Chrifiianity. And 
it is very remarkable, that in the Englijh 
Univerfities Lectures on the New Tefta- 
ment are feldom or ever read; and that, 
through all Chriftendom, it is much lels an 
objcd of attention than \)cicfyjiemszxi^ creeds 
which have been fathered upon it. 

I will only add on this fubjed, that it is 
above all things neceflary, while inftrudion 
is conveyed, to convey with it a fenfe of 
the imbecility of the human mind, and of 
its great pronenefs to error ; and alfo a 
difpofition^ even on points which feem the 
moft clear, to liften to .objedions, and to 
confider nothing as involving in it our final 
intereft but an honest heart. 

1 2 Nature 
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Natuffc has fo made m, that an attach" 
tnent tnxxQ. take place within us to opinions 
once foroBgd ; and it was proper that we 
ftould bfe fo madfei in order to prevent that 
levity and defultcfrinefs of mind virbich muft 
have been the confequencc had we been 
fcady to give up our opinions too cafily and 
haftily. But this natural tendency, how- 
ever v^ifely given us, is apt to exceed its 
proper limits, and to render us unreafon- 
4bly teiiacious. It ought, therefore, like 
all our other natural properifities^ to be 
carefully watched and guafded; and edu- 
tation fhotrld put us upon doing this. An 
obferviition before made fliould, in par^i- 
fcular, be inculcated, ** that all mankind 
** have hitherto been moft tenacious when 
** moft in the wrong, afid reckoned them* 
** felvcs itjoft enlightened when moft in the 
** dark,"; — — This is, indeed, a very morti* 
fying fad ; but attention to it is neceffary 
to cure that miferable pride and dogmati- 
calnefs which are fome of the worft ene- 
mies to improvement. Who is there 

that d<>cs not remember the time when he 
wafr entirely fatisfied about points which 
deeper refledion has fhewn to be above his 
comprehetifioni Who,* for inftance, doe^ 
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hot remember a time when he would have 
wondered at the queftion, *' why does 
*^ water run down hill f* What igno- 
rant man is there who is not perfuaded 
that he underftands this perfedly ? But 
every improved man knows it to be a quef- 
tion he cannot anfwcr; and what diftin- 
guiflies him in this inftance from the lefs 
improved part of mankind is his know- 
ing this. The like is true in riumberlefs 
bther inftances. One of the beit proofs of 
wifdom is a fenfe of our want of wifdom ; 
dnd he who knows moft poffcffes moft of 
this fenfe. 

in thinking of myfelf I derive fome en- 
couragement' from this refledion. I now 
fee, that I do not underftand many points 
which once appeared to mc very clear. 
The more I have inquired, the more fcn- 
fible I have been growing of my own dark- 
nefs i and a part of the hiftory of my life 
is that which follows. 

In edrly life I was ftriick with Bifhop 
Butler's Analogy of religion natural and 
irevealed to the conjlitution and courfe of na^ 
iure. I reckon it happy for me that this 

book 
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book Was one of the firft that fell intd 
my hands. It taught me the proper mode 
of realbning on moral and religious fub- 
jfeOs, and particularly the importance of 
paying a due regard to the imperfedion of* 
human knowledge. His Sermons alfo, I 
then thought, add do ftill think, excellent. 
Next to his works, I have always been an 
admirer of the writings of Dr. Clark. 
And I cannot help adding, however ftrange 
it may fceiti, that I Owe mudh to the phi-^ 
lofophical writings of Mr. Hume, which 
I likewife ftudied early in life. Though 
an enemy to his Scepticifm, I have profited 
by it. By attacking, with great ability, 
every principle of truth and reafon, he 
put me upon esiamining the ground upon 
which I ftood, and taught me not haftily 

to take any thing for granted. The firft 

fruits of my i*cading and ftiidies were laid 
before the public in a Treatife entitled A 
Review of the principal ^tejiiohs and Diffi^ 
. culties in Morals. This publication has 
been followed by many others on variotis 
fubjeds.— And now, in the evening of a 
life devoted to enquiry and fpent in en-^ 
deavours (weak indeed and feeble) to fei'vo 
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the beft interefts, prcfent and future, of 
mankind, I am waiting for the great 
TEACHER, convinced that the order of 
nature is perfed ; that infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs govern all things ^ and that 
Chriftianity comes from God: But at the 
fame time puzzled by many difficulties, 
anxious for more light, and refting with 
full and confiant aiTurancc only on this 
ONE truth That the practice of virtue 

is the duty and dignity of man ; and^ in all 
events, his wifefl and ihfeA courie. 
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Of the Dangers to which the Amrkatk 
States are expofed. 

IN the preceding oblcrvatiotos, I have 
aimed at pointing out the means of pr(> 
moting the progrefs of improvement in.the 
united States of America, I have infifted» 
particularly, on the importance of a juft 
fettlement of the ^ebbkal union, and 
the eftablifhment of a well-guarded and 
perfed liberty in fpecnlation, in govern- 

jnent, in education, and in religion. 

The united States are now fetting out, an^ 
all depends on the care and forefight with 
which a plan is begun, which hereafter 
will require only to be ftrengthened an4 
lipened. This is, therefore, the time for 
giving them advice; and mean advice (like 
the prefent) may fuggeft fome ufeful hints. 
■ In this country, when any improve- 
n^ents are propofed, or any corrections, 
^xc attempted of abufes fo grofs as to 
make pur boafls of liberty ridiculous^, a 

clamoui^ 

T Th« majority of the BRfTi^H Houfe of Com- 
mons is chofcQ by a ftw tboufands of the dregs of the 
people, who are conftanily paid for their votes.—-— 
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clamour immediately arifes againft inno^ 
VATio^ ; and an alarm fpreads, left the at-* 
tempt to repair fhould deftroy, — In Ame- 
rica no fuch prejudices can operate. There 
abufes have not yet gained facrednefs by 
time. There the way is open to fecial dig* 
nity and happinefs ; and reafon may utter 
her voice vrith qonfidence and fuccefs. 

. I« it not ridsculous to call a country fi governed freef • 

See a ftriking account of the State of the Briiiflx 

Parliamentary Reprefents^tion» in Mr. Burgb^% Political 
Difquifitionsi Vol. L p. 39, Arc. 

It was propofcd to the convention for fettling the Maf* \ ■ 
fachufttt^\ conftitution, thi^t on$ o{ the two houfes which Vy 
iconditute the gineral c^urt of that State (bould be a rcpre- 
fentaiionof^/r/J«x, and the dtbnz reprefentation of pro^ . 
pirty ; and that the body of the people (hould appoinc 
only the iU^ors of their reprcfentativc*. — By fuch rc«» 
gulations corruption in the choice of reprefenutives 
would be rendered ]efs praSicable; and it feems the 
beft method of concentering in the l^gifiature as much 
as poflTible of the virtue and abijity of the State, and of 
inaktng its voice always an expreiUon of the will and 
beft fenfe of the people. — On this plan alfo, the number 
of members conftituting a Legiflature n^ight be much 
Icflcned.— — This Is a circiimflance of particular confe- 
quencca to which the united States, in fome future period 
pf their increafe, will find it neceflary to attend. It has 
been often juftly obferved, that a legiflative body Vitry 
^numerous is little better than a mcb* 
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Of Dbbts and Internal Wars^. 

I HAVE obfcrved in the introdudion to^ 
this Addrefs, that the American States 
have many dangers to fhun. In what fol- 
lows I fhall give a brief recital of foj:ne of 
the chief of thefe dangers. 

The danger from an endlefs increafe of ^ 
PUBLIC DBBT& has been already fufiici^ 
ently noticed. 

Particular notice has been like wife taken 

of the danger from internal wars. 

Again and again» I would urge the necef* 
lity of purfuing every meafure and ufing 
cvery precaution which can guard againfl 
this danger. It will be (hocking to fee in 
the new wprld a repetition of 4II the evils 
yfhich have hitherto Ujd wafte the oJd worlc^ 
•-rWar raging, where p/cace and liberty were 
thought to have taken their abodes. — The 
points of bayonets and the mouths of can- 
lion fettling difputes, infteadof the collcdled 
wifdom of the confederation— and perhaps.^ 
Q&e rcfilcfs^ and ambitious State rifing by 

blQady< 
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tloody tonqueft above the reft, and bccoxn- i 
ing a foyefeigh St2Llc^ claiming impioufly (a^s [ 
Britain once did) ^^ full authority to makb 
^^ laws that (hall bind its (ifler States in all 
" cafes wha^ver/' and drawing to itfclf 
all advantages at their expence. 1 de- 
precate this calamuy. I Ihuddet wheh I 
confider how pofllble it is ; and hope thofb 
perfons are midaken who think that fuch 
^re the jealoufies which govern human 
nature, and fuch the imperfed^ons of the 
b'efl human arrangements, that it is not 
v^rithin the reach of any wifdoni to difcover 
any effe^ual means of preventing it, with- 
out encroaching too inuch on the liberty 
and independence of the States. I have 
mentioned an enlargement of the powers 
of Congress* Others have propofed a 
confolidation of the powers of government 
in one Parliament reprefenting all the 
States, and fuperfcding the particular par-^ 
iiameiits by which they are now feparately 
governed. But it is obvious, that this will 
be attended with greater iiiconveniencies, 
and encroach more on the liberty of th6 
States, than the enlargement I have pro-'- 
pofed of the powers of Congress.— —If 

K 2 ftich 
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iuch a parliament 1$ not to fuperfedc any of 
: the other parliaments^ it will be the fame 
with Congress as at prefent oonflituted. 



Of an UNEQUAL Distribution op 
Property, 

T. is ^ trite obfervation, that ** dominiort 
^* is ifoundcd on property." Moft free 
States have manifefted their fenfe of the truth 
.of this obfervation, by ftudying to find out 
means of preventing too great an inequality 
in the diftribution of property. What tu- 
.(nults^wcrc occafioncd at Rome, in its heft 
.times, by attempts to carry into execution 
the /Igrflfian law ? Among the people of 
IfraeJ, by the diredlion of heaven, all eftates 
.which had been alienated during the courfe 
of fifty ycaifs, returned to their original 
owners at the end of that term. One of 
t\\p circumflances that hjis been moft. fa- 
vourable to the AmenicanStSLtesin forming 
Iheif.new. conftitjitions of government has 
bcciirtbe eqjualhy .which fubfifts among 

fhcta^—. . . '. .-J-' '.- • 

The- 
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Thfc happicft ftatc of man is the middle 
ftate between the favagc and the refined^ or 
between the wild and the luxurious ftatc. 
Such is the flate of fociety in Connec- 
TicuT, and ibme others of the American 
provinces j whei-e the inhabitants confift, if 
I am rightly informed, of an independent 
and hardy Yeomanrt, all nearly on a 
Ifcvel — trained to arms, — inftrudcd in their 
fights — cloathed in home-fpun-^-of firople 
manners — ftrangers to luxury — drawing 
plenty from the ground— and that plenty^ 
gathered eafily by the hand of induftry; 
and giving i^ife to early marriages, a nume- 
rous progeny, length of days, and a rapid 
inicreafe — the rich and the poor, the haughty 
grandee and the creeping fycophant, equally 
unknown— protected by Jaws, which (be- 
ing their own will) cannot opprefi; and 
by an equal government, Which wanting 
lucrative places, cannot create corrupt can- 
vaflings * and ambitious intrigue.— O di- 
ftinguilhcd people 1 May you continue 

* In this State, and alfo the S:ate of Afajpchu/itlr, 
New jef/fy, &c. any attempt to canv45, or even the ex- 
preffion of a wifli to be chcfcn, will exclude a candi- 
date from a feat in the Houfe of Rcprefentatlves. The 
fame is true of any (lain on his moral charaSer. 

long 
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toAg thus happy -, and may the happihefs 
yoii enjoy fpreid over the face of the whole 
earth! — But lam forgetting myfelf. There 
is danger that a ftate of fociety fo happy will 
not be of long duration ; that fimplicity and 
virtute will give way to depravity j that equa- 
lity will in time be loft^ thecurfed luft of do- 
mineering {he\V itfelf^ liberty languifh, and 
fcivil government gradually degenerate into 
an inftrument in the hands of the few to 
opprefs and plunder the many. — Such has 
hitherto been the progrefs of evil in human 
affairs. In order to give them a better 
turn, fome great men {Plato y Sir Thomas 
More^ Mr. Wallace^ &c.) have propofed 
plans, whichi by eftablilhing a tommunity 
of goods and annihilating property; would 
make it impoflible for any one member of 
la State to think of enflaving the reft, or 
to confider himfelf as having any intercft 
dlftin^ from that of his fellbw-citizens; 
Such theories are in fpeculation pleafing • 
nor perhaps are tlicy wholly impra£HcabIe. 
Some approaches to them may hereafter be 
toade } and fchcmcs of government may take 
place, wliich ftiall leave fo little, befides 
perfonal merit, to be a means of diftinflion^ 

as 
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as to exclude from fociety mod of the caufes 
of evil. But be this as it will ; it is out of^ 
doubt that there is an equality in fociety 
which is effcntial to liberty, and which 
every State that would continue virtuous 
and happy ought as far as poflible to main- 
tain. — It is not in my power to defcribe 
the beft method of doing this. — 1 will 
only obfcrve, that there are three enemies 
to equality againft which America ought to 
guard. 

Firft J Granting hereditary honours and 
titles of nobility. Perfons thus diftin* 
guiflied, though perhaps meaner than the 
xneaneft of their dependants, are apt to con- 
lider themfelves as belonging to a higher 
order of beings, and made for power and 
government, Their birth and yank nccef- 
farily difpofe them tp be hoftijc to. general 
liberty; ^nd when they arc not fo, and 
difcover a juft zeal for the tights of mankind, 
it is always a triumph of good fenfe and virtue 
over the temptations of their iituation. It is, 
therefore, with peculiar iral;isfa<3i9.n that I 
have found in the articles of cooftderation 
an order that ho titles of nobility {hall be 
^yer granted by the united States. Let 

there 
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there be honours to encourage merit ; but 
let them die with the men who have earned 
them. Let them not ^defcend to poflerity 
to ibfler » fpirit of domination, and tQ 
groduce 9 proud and tyrannical ariflocracy. 
--^In a word, let the united States continue 
for ever what it is now their glory to be — a 
confederation of States profperous and happy, . 
without Lords-— without Bishops ♦ — and 
without Kings. 

Secondly; The right of primogeniture. 
The tendency of this to produce an im* 
proper inequality is very obvious. The 
difpoiition to raife ^ name, by accumu- 
lating property in one branch of a family, 
is a vanity pq \c{^' Junjutt and cruel, thaQ 

^ I do not mean by Bijhops any officers among Chrif- 
tians fxierdy fpiritual\ but Lords Jpirituat, as diftin-r 
guiflied from Lords Umporal, or Clergymen ralfed to pre- 
dninence^ and invefted with ^iyil honours and authority^t 
by a State eftablifliment. 

I muft add, that by what is her« faid I do not mean 
tp exprcfi s^fsncrai preference of a republican con(litutloi\ 
of government. There is a degree of poluicai degc« 
lieracy which unfits for fuch a conftiiutiom BRi.TAiN| 
in particular, conflfts too much of the high and the low, 
{fiifcum and dtigs) to admit of it^ Nor will it fait Ams", 
ru0p (hould it ever beconoe equally corrupt. 

dangerous 
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dangerous to the intereft of liberty; and no 
wife State will encourage or tolerate it. 

Thirdly; Foreign Trade is another 
of the enemies againft which I wi(h to 
caution the united States. But this ope- 
rates unfavourably to a State in ib. many 
more ways than by deflroying that equa-r 
lity which is the bafis of liberty^ that,iti 
will be proper to take more particular ho-* 
ticeofit. 



Of 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



[ 7+ ] 



O/Trade, Banks, jAii Paper Credit. 

FOREIGN trade has, in ibme refpeds, 
the rooft ufcful tendency. By creating 
an intercourfe between diftant kingdoms, 
it extends benevolence, removes local pre- 
judices, leads every man to confider him- 
ielf more as a citizen of the world than of 
any particular State, and, confequently, 
checks the exceffes of that Love of our 
Country ^ which has been applauded as 

one 

• The love of our country is then only a noble paf- 
fion when it engages us to promote the internal hap- 
pinefs of our country, and to defend its rights and liber- 
ties againft domeftic and foreign invafion, maintaining 
at the fame time an equal regard to the rights and liber- 
ties of other countries. But this has not been its mod 
common effeSs. On the contrary, it has in general 
been nothing but a fpirit of rival(hip between different 
communities, producing contention and a third for con- 
queft and dominion. — What is his country to a Rujpan, 
a Turk, a Spaniard, &c. but a fpot where he enjoys no 
right, and is difpofed of by owners as if he was a bead ? 
And what is his kvi to his country but an attachment to 
degradation and flavery?— What was the love of their 
country among the Jnus but a wretched partiality for 
themfelves and a proud contempt for other nations? 
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one of the nbblcft, but which, really^ is one 
of the mod defiru£iive principles in humaa 

nature. Trade alfo, by enabling every 

country to draw from other countries con- 
veniencies and advantages which it cannot 
find within itfelf, produces among nations 
a fenfe of mutual dependence, and promotes 
the general improvement. But there 

is no part of mankind to which thefcufcs of 
trade are of Ie(s confcquence th^n the 
y^merican States, They arc fpread over a 
great continent, and make a world within 
themfelves. The country they inhabit 
includes foils and climates of all forts, 
producing not only every necejfary^ but 
every convenience of life. And the vaft 
rivers and wide-fpread lakes which inter- 
fed it, create fuch an inland communica- 
tion between its different parts, as is un*' 
known in any other region of the earth* 
They poflcfs then within themfelves the 

Among the Romans alfo what was it, however great in 
many of its exertions, but a principle holding together 
a band of robbers in their attempts to cru(h all liberty 
but their own? Chriftianity has wifely omitted tp re- 
commend this principle. Had ir done this, it would 
have countenanced a vice among mankind. — It has done 
what IS infinitely better. — It has recommended ukiv£R« 

SAL BENEVOLENCE. 
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bcft TOcans of the tnbft profitable trafiic, 
and the ampleft fcopc for it. Why 
ihould they look much farther? What 
occanon have they for being anxious 
about ;pufliihg foreign trade ; or even about 
raifing a great naval force?— Britain, in- 
deed^ corififting as it does of unarmed in- 
habitants, and threatened as it is by am- 
bitiops and ;p6werful neighbours, cannot 
hope to maintain its exiOence long after 
becoming open to invafion by lofing its 

naval fupcriority. ?But this is not the 

cafe with the American States. They have 
no powerful neighbours to dread. The 
vaft Atlantic rouft be croffcd before they 
can be attacked. They are all a well- 
trained militia ^ and fthe fuccefsful refiflance 
which, in their infancy and without a 
paval force, they have made to the inva- 
fion of the firft European power,, will pro- 
bably difcourage and prevent all future inva- 
fions. Thus Angularly happy, why fliould 
they fcek conncdions with Europe^ and ex- 
pofe thcmfplves to the danger of being in- 
volved in its quarrels ? — What have they do 

with its politics ? ^Is there any thing very 

important to them which they can draw 
from thenpc— except Infection? ^^In- 
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deed, I tremble when I think of that rage for 
trade which is likely to prevail among them. 
It may do them infinite mifchief. All na- 
tions are fpreading fnares for them, and 
courting them to a dangerous intercourfc. 
Their beft intereft requires them to guard 
themfelves by all proper mean^ ; and, parti* 
cularly, by laying heavy duties on impor- 
tations. But in no cafe will any means 
fucceed unlefs aided by Manners* In this 
inftance, particularly, there is reafon to fear 
that an increafing paffion for foreign frip- 
pery will render all the beft regulations 
inefFeftual And (hould this happen, that 
fimplicity of charafler, that manlinefs of 
fpirit, that difdain of tinfel in which true 
dignity confifts, will difappear. Effemi- 
nacy, Icrvility and venality will enter; 
and liberty and virtije be fwallowed up 
in the gulph of corruption. Such may 
be the courfe of events in the American 
States. Better infinitely will it be for 
them to confift of bodies of plain and 
honcft farmers, than of opulent and 
fplcndid merchants. — Where in thefc 
States do the pureft manners prevail ? 
Where do the. inhabitants live moft on 
an equality, and moft at their cafe? Is 

it 
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it not in thofc inland parts where agri- 
culture gives health and plenty, and trade 
IS fcarcely known ? — —Where, on the con- 
trary, are the inhabitants moft felfifh, lux- 
urious, loofe, and vicious ; and at the fame 
time moil unhappy ? Is it not along the 
feacoafts, and in the great towns, where 

trade flourifhcs and merchants abound ? 

So flriking is the efied of thefe different 
fituations on the vigour and happinefs of 
human life, that in the one population 
would languifli did it receive no aid from 
emigrations; w*hile in the other it increafes 
to a degree fcarcely ever before known. 

But to proceed to ibme obfervations of a 
different nature- ; 

Thp united States have, I think, particu- 
lar reaibn to dread the following effeds of 
foreign trade. , . 

By increafing importation to feed luxury 
and gratify prodigality, it will carry out 
their coin, and occafion the fubflhution of a 
delufivc paper currency j the confequence 
of which will be, that ideal wealth will 
take place of rw/, and their fecurity come 
to depend on the flrength and duration of a 

Bubble^ lam very fcnfible that paper 

credit 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



f 79 ] 
credit is one of the greatcft of all conve-* 
niencics ; but this makes it likcwife one of 
the greateft of all temptations. A public 
Bank, (while it can circulate its bills) faci- 
litates commerce, and ailifls the exertions 
of a State in proportion to its credit. But 
when it is not carefully reftrivSled and 
watched 5 when its emilfions exceed the 
coin it can command, and are carried near 
the utmod length that the confidence of 
the public will allow j and when, in con- 
fequence of this, its perminence comes to 
depend on the perminence of public ere* 
dulity — In thefe circumftances, a Bank, 
though it may for a time (that is, while a 
balance of trade too unfavourably does 
not occaHon a run, and no events arife 
which produce, alarm) anfwer all the ends 
of a Mi^E from which millions may be 
drawn in a minute ; and, by filling a king- 
dom with cafh, render it capable of fuf- 
taining any debts, and give it a kind of 
Omnipotence, — In fuch circumftances, 
I fay, notwithftanding thefe temporary ad- 
vantages, a public Bank muft at lajt prove 
a great calamity; and a kingdom fo fup- 
ported, at the very time of its greateft 

exer- 
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exertions, will be only ftriving more vio- 
lently to increafe the horror of an approach- 
ing convulfion. 

The united States have already verified 
fame of theie obfervations, and felt in fome 
degree the confequences to which I have 
alluded. They have been carried through 
. the war by an emiflion of paper which had 
no folid^fupport, and which now has loft 
all value. It is indeed furprifing that, 
being iecured on no fund and incapable 
of being exchanged for coin, it (hould 
ever have obtained a currency, or anfwered 
any important purpofe. 

Unhappily for Britain^ it has ufed the 
means of giving more ftability to its paper- 
credit, and been enabled by it to fupport 
expences greater than any that have been 
yet' known, and to contrad a debt which 
now ajlonijbes^ and may hereafter produce 
a cataftrophe that will terrify the world.— 
A longer duration of the late war would 
have brought on this cataftrophe immedi- 
• ately. The Peace has put it off /or the 
prefent. God grant, if ftill poffible, that 
meafuresmay be adopted which fhall put 
It ofi for ever. 

Of 

Dig^ized by Google 



{ 8i ] 



Of Oaths. 

OATHS arc expedients to which all 
States have had recourfc in order to 
obtain true information and afccrtaia fads 
by fccuring the veracity of witnefles. But 
I know not how to relifh that imprecation 
which always makes a part of an oath. 
Perhaps, there is no fuch neceflity for it 
as is commonly imagined. An Affir- 
mation folemnly made, with laws in* 
Hiding fevere penalties on falfehood whea 
deteded, would probably anfwer all the 
ends of oaths,— I am, therefore, difpofed 
to wi{h, that in the united States ivipre^ 
catory oaths may be aboli(bed| and the 
fame indulgence in this refped granted to 
all which is now granted to the ^akers^ 
But I am afraid they will think this too 
dangerous an experiment; and what is of 
nioft confequence is to avoid, 

Firft, Such a multiplicity of oaths as will 
render them too familiar. 

And, Secondly, A flight manner of ad- 

miniftering tl^pm^ Engi^and, in thijs re- 

^ . . M . fped. 
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fpedy fcems to be funk to the loweft pof* 
iible degree of degeneracy. Oaths among 
us are required on fo many occafions^ and 
lb carele&Iy adminiflered, as to have loft 
almoft all their ufe and efficacy. It has 
been aiTerted, that, including oaths of 
office, oathis at eledions, cuftom-houfe 
oaths, &c. Sec. there are about a milUon of 
perjuries committed in this kingdom annu^ 

ally. This is one of the moft atrocious 

of our national iniquities ; and it is a 
wonder if we are not to be vifited for it 
with ibmc of the fcvereft of God's judg- 
ments. 



Of 
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Of tie Negro Trade and Slavery. 

THE Negro Trade cannot becen* 
fared in language too fevere. It is a 
traffick which, as it has been hitherto car* 
tied on, is (hocking to humanity, cruel, 
wicked, and diabolical. I am happy t6 
nnd that the united States are entering into 
meafures ifor difcountehancing it, and for 
aboli(hin^ the odioas flavery which it has 
introduced. Till they have done this, it 
will not appear they defcrve the liberty 
for which they have been contending. For 
it is felf-evident, that if there are any meri 
whom they have a right to hold in ilavery, 
there may be others who have had a right 
to hold them in ilavery. ^ -^~ I am fenfibic 
however, that this is a work which they 
cannot accomplifh atohce« The emanci- 
pation of the Negroes muit, 1 fuppbfe, be 
left in fome me&fute to be the effect ot 

*' See a remonftranccy full of energy, direSed to the 
united States on this SubjeS, by a very warm and able 
friend to the rights of mankind, in a Trad, entitled— « 
Fragment •f an original LitUr on the Slavery of the Negroe$\ 
wriiten in the year 1776, but publiflied in 1784, by 
Thomas Day, Efq. 

M a time 
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time sind of manners. But ndthing catl 
excufe the united States if it is not done 
with as much fpeed^ and at the fame time 
with as much efifed, as their particular 
circumfiances and iituation will allow. I 
rejoice that, on this occafion I can reconv- 
mend' to them the example of my owa 

country. ^In Britain^ a Negro becomes a 

freeman the moment he fets his foot on 
Briti/b ground. 



Conclusion. 

StSCti is the advice which I ^youId humbljh 
(but earnejily) offer to the united States 
of America,^- - Such are the means by 
which, they. may. become the feats of li- 
bcrtyi fcience, peace, and virtue j happy 
within thcmfelves, and a refuge to the 
world. 

Often, while employed in writing thefe 
papers, have 1 wifhed for a warning voice 
of more power. The prefent moment, 
however aufpicious to the united States i^f 
wifely improved, is critical; and, though 
apparently the end of all their dangers, may 

Digitized bv G^^'p^rO. VC 



[ 85 3 
prove the time of their greateft dangcfi 
i have, indeed, flnce finifliing this Ad- 
drefs, been mortified more than I can ex« 
prefs by accounts which have led me 
to fear that I have carried my ideas of 
them too high; and deceived myfelf with 

yifionary expectations. And fhould this 

be true — Should the return of peace and 
the pride of independence lead them to 
fecurity and diflipation — Should they lofc 
thofe virtuous and Hmple manners by 
x^hich alone Republics can long fubfift— 
Should falfe refinement, luxury, and irre- 
ligibri fpread among them; excefllve jea- 
loufy difirad their governmehts ; and 
clafhing interefls, fubjedt to no Arong 
controul, break the federal union— —The 
confequence will be, that the faireft ex- 
periment ever tried in human affairs will 
mifcarry ; and that a Revolution which 
had revived the hopes of good men and 
promifed an opening to better times, will 
become a difcouragemcnt to all future ef- 
forts in favour of liberty, and prove only 
an opening to a new fcene of human dege« 
ncracy and mifery. 

ADVER- 
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ADVERTISE ME N T. 



THE following letter was written by the 
late M. Turgot^ Comptroller Gene- 
ral (in the years 1774, 1775, and i776)of the 
finances of Francb. It contains oblerva- 
tions in which the United States are deeply 
concerned; and, for this reafon, I now 
ponvey it to them, not doubting but that 
the eminence of M. Turgofs name and 
charader will recommend it to their at* 
tention, and that it will do honour to his 
memory among all the friends of public 



j1 MonfieuT 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^ Monfieur P k i c e» 

A LondrtA^ 

A Paris^ leiz Mars^ 177^* 

MR. FRANKLIN m'a remis, Monfieur^ 
dc votre part, la nouvelle Edition de 
vos obfcrvations fur la liberty civile, &c. Je 
V0U8 dois tm double remerciment j i^ de votre 
ouvragc dont je connois depuis longtems 
fc prix, ct que j*a vols lu avec ayidit6, malgr6 
lc8 occupations multiplides, dont j'etois af- 
failli, lorfqu'il a paru pour la premiere ibis i 
2* <lc rhoon6tet6 que vous avez eue de re- 
trancher Timputation de maladreflc ♦ que 
Tous avicz, m6\6c au bien que vous difiez 
d'aillcurs dc moi dans vos obfervationsaddi- 
tionelles. J*aurois pu la meritcr, li vous 
n'avicz eu en vue d'autre maladreffe que 
celle de n'avoir pas fqu dem^let les refTorts. 
d'intrigues que faifoicnt jouer contre moi 
dcs gens beaucoup plus adroits^ en ce genre 
que je ne le fuis, que je ne le ferai jamais, 
ct que je ne vcux Tetre. Mais il m*a paru 
que vous m'imputie2 la. malad^eiTe d'avoir 
choqu6 groinerement Topinioa g^n^rale de 

* See the Notes annexed to the. Tranflation of this 
Letten 
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ma nation ; et a cet 6gard je crois que vous 
n'aviez rendu jufiice ni a moi» ni d ma 
nation, oi!i il y a beaucoup plus de lumieres 
qu*on ne le croit g6n6ralement chez voiis, et 

, oil pcut-6trc il eft plus aif6 que chez vous 
m^me de ramener le public d des id6es rai- 
fonnables. J'en jugepar Tinfatuation dc 
votre nation fur ce projet abfurde de fub- 
juguer TAm^rique, qui a dur6 jufqu*a ce 
que Ta venture de Burgoync ait commenc6 d 
lui defliller les yeux. J'en juge par le fyft^me 
de monoix)le et d*exclufion qui r^gne chez 
tons vos ^crivains politiqucs fur le- com- 
merce, (J'excepte Mr. Adam Smith et le 
Doyen Tucker) fyft^rtc qui eft Ic veritable 
principe de votre ftparation avcc vos colo- 
nies. J'en juge par tous vos Merits pol6- 
miques fur les queftions qui vous agitent 
depuis une vingtaine d'ann^es, et dans lef- 
quels avant que le v6tre eut paru, je ne me 
rappelle prefque pas d'cn avoir lu un, ou Je 
vrai point de la queftion ait at6 faifi. Je 
ji'ai pas conqu comment une nation qui a 
cultiv6 avec tant de fucc^s toutes les 
branches des fciences naturelles a pu refter 
fifort au delTous d'elle miSme, dans la 

^ fcicnc^ la plus intereffante de toutes, celle 
du bonheur public; dans une fcience oxi 
Ja liberty de la prefle, dont elle feule jouit. 
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auroit dA lui donner fur toutes les autres 
nations dc TEuropc un avantagc prodn 
gieux. Eft^^ce 1 orgueil national qui vous a 
cmp6ch^s de mettre a profit cet advantage ? 
£fi-ce parce.que vous etiez un pcu moins 
xnal que les autrcs, que vous avez toum6 
toutes vos fp6culations a vous perfuader que 
vous etiez bien ? Eft-ce Tefprit de parti,, et 
Tenvi^ • de fe faire un appui des opinions 
populaires qui a retard6 vos progr^s, en 
portant vos politiques i traitcr de vaine 
m6taphyfique toutes les fp^culations qui 
tendent d 6tablir des principes fixes fur 
les droits et les vrais inter^ts des individus 
et des nations ? Comment fe fait-il que 
vous fbyez prefque le premier parmi vos 
^crivains qui ayez donn6 des notions juftes 
de la libcrt6, et qui ayez fait fentir la 
fauflTet^ de cctte notion rebattue par pref- 
que tous les ^crivains les plus r6publicains, 
que la Hbert6 confifte i n'^tre foumis 
qu'aux loix, comme fi un homme opprim6 
par une loi injufte^toit libre. Cela ne feroit 
pas m£me vrai quand on fuppoferoit que 
toutes les loix font Touvrage de la nation 
aflembl6e j car enfin Tindividu a aufli des 
droits que la nation ne peut lui 6ter, que 
par la violence et par un ufage illegitime de 
)^ force g6n6rale, Qjioique yous ayez eu 
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6gard a cette verit6, ct que vous votiscn fbyfei 
cxpliqu^y peut-6trc in6ritoit-ellc que vous 
la d6vclopaffiez avcc plus d*6tenduc, vA 
le pcu d'attention qu'y ont donn£e m6inc 
les plus ztUs partifans de la libert6. 

C*eft encore une chofe 6trange que ce ne 
flit pas en Angletcrre une v6rit6 triviale de 
dire qu'une nation ne pent jamais avoir 
droit de gouverner une autre nation } et 
qu un pareil gouvernement ne pent avoir 
d'autre fondement que la force^ qui eft aufli 
le fondement du brigandage et de la ty-^ 
rannie i que la tyrannie d'un peuple eft de 
toutes les tyrannies connues la plus cruelle 
et la plus intolerable^ celle qui laiile le 
moins de refTource d I'opprim^ ^ car enfia 
un defpote eft arr6t6 par fon propre inter^t^ 
il a le frein du remords, ou celui de Topi- 
nion publique^ mais une multitude ne cal- 
cule rien, n'a jamais de remords, et fe de- 
cerne a elle mdme la gloire lors qu'elle 
m^rite le plus de honte« 

Les 6v6nemens font pour la nation 

Angloife un terrible commentaire de 

yotre livre. Depuis quclqucs mois ils 

• fe pr6cipitent' avec une rapidit6 trea ac- 

N 2 cel6t6e* 
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ccl6r^c. Lft denouement eft arriv6 par rap- 
port a rAm^rique. La voila ind6pendante 
fans retour. Sera^t'elle libre et heureufe ? 
Cc peuple nouveau fitu6 fi avantageufc- 
ment pour donner au monde Texemple d'une 
cOnftitution oil rhomm6 jouiiTe de tous fes 
droits, cxcrce librcmcnt toutcs fes facult^s, 
et ne foit gouvern6 que par la nature, la 
raifon et la juftice, faura-t'il former unc 
pareille conftitution ? faura-t'il Taffermir fur 
des fondemens 6teraels, pr6venir toutes les 
caufes de divifion et de corruption qui 
pepvent la miner peu-d-peu et la d6truire ? 

Je ne fuis point content je Tavoue des 
conftitutions qui ont 6t6 r6dig6es jufqu*a- 
prefent par les diff6rens Etats Am^ricains. 
Vous reprochcz avec raifon a celle de la 
Penfylvanie le ferment relinieux exig6 pour 
avoir entr6e dans Ic corps des repr6fentans. 
C'eft bien pis dans les autres ; il yen a une, 
je crois que c*eft celle des Jerfeis qui exige 
mm m «♦« mmm*^i^mmmmmm 

Je vois dans le plus grand nombre Fimi- 
tation fans objet des ufages de TAnglcterre. 
Au lieu de ramener toutes les autorit6s a 
une feule, celle de la nation^ Ton 6tablit des 
corps. difFerens, un corps des repr6fentans, 
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un confcil, un gouvcmcur, parce que TAn- 
gleterre a une chambre des communes, une 
chambre haute ct un Roi. On s'occupe a 
balancer ces diff^rens pouvoirs •, comme fi 
cet 6quilibre de forces, qu'on a pu croire 
necefTaire pour balancer T^norme pr6pon- 
d6rance de la Royaut^, pouvoit ^tre de 
quelque ufage dans des R6publiques fondles 
fur r6galit6 de tous les citoyens ; et comme 
ii tout ce qui 6tablit diff6rens corps n'^toit 
pas une fource de divifions. En voulant 
pr^venir des dangers chim6riques, on en 
fait naitre de r6els; on veut n*avoif rien d 
craindre du clerg6, on re r6unit fous la 
barriere d'une profcription commune. En 
Texcluant du droit d'digibilit6, on en fait 
un corps, et un corps Stranger d TEtat. 
Pourquoi un citoyen, qui a le m^me in* 
ter^t que les autres d la defenfe commune 
de fa liberty et de fes propri^t^s, eft-il 
exclus d'y contribuer de fes lumieres et de 
fcs yertus, parce qu'il eft d'une profeflion 
qui exige des lumieres et des vertus ? Le 
clerg6 n'eft dangereux que quand il exifte 
en corps dans TEtat ^ que quand il croit 
avoir en corps des droits et des inter^ts^ 
que quand on a imagin6 d^avoir une religion 
^tablie par la loi, comme ii les hommes 

Dgi,,p9uvoient 
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pouvoicnt avoir quelque droit, ou quclqiic 
inter6t d r^gler la confcience les uns des 
autres ; comme (i Tindividu pouvoit facri- 
fier aux avantages de la fociet^ civile les 
opinions auxquelles il croit fon falut Ster- 
ne! attach^; comme fi Ton fefauvoit, ou fe 
damnoit, en commun. hi ou la vraye tol6-^ 
ranee, c*eft-d-dire Tincomp^tence abfolue 
du gouvernement fur la confcience des in- 
dividus, eft 6tablie, recclefiaftique au milieu 
de raffembl^e nationale n'eft qu'un ci- 
toyen, lorfqu*il y eft admis j il redevient 
ecclefiaftique lorfqu'on Ten exclut. 

Je ne vois pas qu'on fe foit affez occupe 
de r6duire au plus petit nombre poffible, 
les genres d'affaires dont le gouvernement 
de chaque Etat fera charg6 1 ni a f6parer les 
objets de l^giflation, de ceux d'adminiftra- 
tion g6n6rale et de ceux d'adminiftration 
particuliere et locale ; a conftituer des af- 
fembl6es locales fubfiftantes, qui rem- 
pliifant prefque routes les fondlions de 
detail du gouvernement difpenfent les 
affembl^es g6n6rales de s'en occuper, et 
6tent aux membres de celles-ci tout 
moyen, et peut-^tre . tout defir d'abufer 
d'une autorit6 qui ne pent s'appliquer qu'a 
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des objets g£n6raux ct par la m6me 
Strangers aux petites pailions qui agitent 
les hommes. 

Jc nc vois pas qu'on ait fait attention d 
la grande diAindion la feule fond6e fur la 
nature entre deux claiTes d'hommes^ celle 
des propri6taires de terres^ et celle des non<* 
piopri6taires ; i leurs interets et par conf<^ 
quent d leurs droits diff^rens^ relativement 
a la l^giflation^ d TadminiAration de la juf« 
tice et de la police, d la contribution aux 
d^penfes publiques et a leur emploi. 

Nul principe fixe 6tabli fur rimp6t'5 on 
fuppofe que chaque province pent fe taxer 
a fa fantaiiie, 6tablir des taxes perfonnelles^ 
des taxes fur les confommations, fur les 
importations, c'eft-d-dire fe donner un 
interSt contraire d Tinter^t des autres 
provinces. 

On fuppofe par tout le droit de regler le 
commerce ; on autorife m^mc les corps exe- 
cutifs, ou les gouvcrneurs d prohiber Tex- 
portation de certaines.denr6es dans certaines 
occurrences ; tant on eft loin d'avoir fenti 
que la loi de la libert6 entiere de tout com* 
inerce eft un corollaire du droit de pro- 
pri6t6 ; tant on eft encore plong6 dans le 
brouillard des illufions Europ^ennes. ^^^^^^ 
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Dans Tunion g6n6rale dcs provinces en- 
tre elles, je ne vois point une coalition^ nne 
fnfion de toutes les parties^ qui n'en fafTe 
qu'un corps un^ et homogene. Ce n'efl 
qu'une aggregation de parties^ toujours trop 
f6par6es> et qui confervent toujours une 
tendance a fe divifer^ par la diverfit^ de 
leurs loix>de leurs moeurs^de leurs opinions; 
par rin6galite de leurs forces aduelles ; plus 
encore par rin6galit6 de leurs progres ult6«* 
rieurs. Ce n'eft qu'une copie de la R6^ 
publiquc Hollandoife; et celle-ci m6mo 
n'avoit pas d craindre comme la R6pub- 
lique Am^ricaine les accroifTemens pof-* 
iibles de quelques unes de fes provinces* 
Tout cet Edifice eft appuy6 jufqu'a pr6- 
fent fur la.bdfe faufle de la tr^sancienne et 
tr^ vulgaire politique ; fur le prejug6 que 
les* nations^ les provinces^ peuvent avoir des 
inter^ts, en corps de province etde nation, 
autres que celui qu'ont les individus d'etre 
libres et de d6fendre leurs propri6t6s contre 
les brigan et les conquerans : inter^t pr6- 
tendu de feire plus de commerce que les 
autres, dene point acheter les marchandifes 
de F6tranger, de forcer T^tranger d con- 
ibmmer leurs produdions et les ouvrages 
de leurs manufa^ures; inter^t pr^tendu 

d'avoir 
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d*avoir un territbirc plus vaftc, d*acqu6rir ^ 
telle ou telle province, telle ou telle ifle, tel - 
Gu tel village : interfit d'infpirer la craintc 
aux autres nations : inter^t de Temporter fut 
elles par la gloire des armes> par celle des 
arts et des fciences. 

Qjaelques-uns de ces pr6jug6s font fo^ 
mentis en Europe, parce que la rivalit6 - 
ancienne des nations et Tambition des 
princes oblige tous les Etats a fe tenir arm6s 
pour fe d6fendrc contre leurs voifins arm6sj 
et a regardcr la force militaire corame Tobjet 
principal du gbuvernement. L'Am6rique a 
le bonheur de he pouvoir avoir d*ici a bierl 
longtems d'ennemi ext^ricut d craindre, fi 
ellc ne fe divife elle m6me } ainfi elle peut 
et doit appr6cier i leur jufte valeur ces pr6- 
tendus interets, ces fujets de difcorde qui 
feuls font d redouter pour fa liberty. Avec 
le principe fafcr6 de la liber t6 du commerce 
regards comme une fuite dii droit de la 
propriety, tous les pr6tendus interets de 
commerce difparoiffeht. Les pr6tendus in- 
terets de poffeder plus ou moins de terri- 
toircs s'^variouiiTent par le principe que Ic 
territoire a'appartient point aux nations^ 
mais aux individus propri6taires des terres ; 
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que la qiieflioii de favoir fi tel canton^ tel 
Villagfe, doit appartcnir a telle province^ a 
tel Etat ne doit pdint ^tre d6cid6b pat le 
pr6tcndu intcr^t dc cette province ou de cet 
Etat^ itiais par celui qu'ont les habitans de 
tel canton ou de tel village de fe raffembler 
ix>urleurs affaires dans le lieu oii il leur eft 
le plus commode d'aller j que cet iriter^t 
dtant mefur6 par le plus on rnoins d6 
chcmln qu'un hbmme peut faire loin de 
Son domicile pour traiter qtielques afFaires 
plus importantes fans ttop liuire a fes af- 
faires joumalieres, devient une mefure na- 
turelle et phyfique de T^tendue des jurif- 
didions et des Etats^ et 6tablit entre tous 
uh 6quilibre d'^tendiie et de forces, qui 
6caTte tout danger d'in6galit6, et toute pre- 
tention i la fup6riorit6. 

Uinteret d*etre craint eft nul quand on nc 
demande rien a perfonne, et quand on eft 
dans une pofition ou Ton ne peut 6tre at- 
taqu6 par des forces conlid^rables avec 
quelque efp6rance de fucc^s. 

La'gloirc des armes ne vaut pas le bon- 
hctir de vivre en paix. La gloire des arts^ 
deS fciehces appartieht a quiconque veut s'eii 
faifir J il j a dans ce genre a moiffonner pour 
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tout le mondc; le champ des d6couvertes 
efi in^puifable, ct tous profitent des d6cou«t 
vertes des tous. 

J*imagine que Ics Am^ricains n'eii font 
pas encore a fentir toutes ccs verities, 
comme il faut qu*ils les fentcnt pour affurer 
Je bonheur de leur poft6rit6. Je ne blame 
pas leiijrs chefs. II a fallu pourvoir au 
befoin du moment par une union telle 
quelle, contre un ennemi pr6fent et redou- 
table i on n'avoit pas le tems de fonger a 
corriger les vices des conftitutions et de la 
compoiition des diff^rens etats. Mais ils 
doivent craindre dQ le$ ^ternifer, qt s'ocr 
cuper des moyens de r6unir les opinions et 
les inter^ts et d^ les. ramener d des princi- 
pes uniformes dans toutes Icurs provinces, 

Ils ont a cet ^gard de grands obilacles d 
yaincre. 

En Canada, la cbnftitution du clerg6 Ro- 
plain, et Tcxiftence d un corps de nobleffe. 

Dans la Nouvclle Angleterre, Tefprit en- 
pre fubfiftant du Puritanifme rigide, et 
, ^QiAJours, dit on, un peu intolerant. 

O 2 Dans 
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Dans la Pcnfylvanie, un tr^s grand nom^ 
bre dc citoycns ^tabliffant en principc rcli-^ 
gieux que la profeiCon des armes c& illicite, 
ct fc refiifant par conftquent ayx arrange- 
mens n^ceiTaires pour que Ic fondement de la 
force militaire de TEtat, foit la reunion de la 
quality de citoycn avcc celle d*homme dc 
guerre et de miiicien j ce qui oblige a faire 
du m6ticr dp la guerre un metier de mer^ 
cenaires. 

Dans Ics colonies m^ridionales^ une trop 
grande in6galit6 de fortunes, et fur tout le 
grand nombre d'efclayes noirs dont T^fcla- 
vage eft incompatible avec une bonne con- 
ftitution politique, ct qui mcme en leur 
rendant la libert6 embarrafleront encore 
en formant; deux nations dans 1? m^mc 
Etat. 

Dans toutes, Ics pr6jug6s, rattachement 
aux formes 6tablies, Thabityde de certaines 
taxes, la crainte de cellcs qu'il faudroit y 
fubftituer, la vanity des colonies qui fe font 
cm Ics plus puiffasntes, et un malhcureux 
commencement d'orgueil national. Je crois 
Ics Am6ricains forces i s'agrandir, non pas 
par la gucrjc, mais par la culture. S^ils 
' .... ^ ... . laiffpient 

orgitized by LjOOQIC 



[ lOI J 

laiffoient dcrricrc eux Ics d6ferts immcnfes 
qui s*6tendent jufqu'd la mcr de TOueft 
il s'y ctabliroit du melange de leurs bannis, 
et des mauvais fujcts 6chappes a la f6vcrit6 
des loix, avec les fauvages : des peuplades 
de brigands qui ravageroient TAm^rique, 
comme les barbares du nord ont ravag6 
rempirc Romain j de la un autre daqger, 
la neceflit6 de fe tenir en armcs fur la fron-? 
tiere et d'etre dans un 6tat de guerre con- 
tinuellc. Les colonics voifinc? de la fron- 
ticre feroient en conf6quence plus agucrries 
que les autrcs, et cctte in6galit6 daps la 
force militaire fcroit un aiguillon terrible 
pour Tambition. Le remcde a cctte in6ga-r 
lit6 fcroit d*entrctenir ur;c. force militaire 
fubfifiante d laquelle toutcs les provinces 
contribueroient en raifonde leur population; 
et les Am6ricains qui ont encore toutes les 
craintes que doiycnt avoir les Anglois re- 
doutent plus que toute chofe unearm6eper- 
manente. lis ont tort, Rien n'eft plus aifc 
que de lierlaconftitution d*une arm^eperma* 
nente avec la milipe, de fagon que la milicc 
en devienne meilleure, et que la libcrt6 n'en 
ibit que plus afiermie. Mais il eft mal aif<5 
de calmer fur cela leurs all^rmes, 

Voila 
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Voila bicn des. difficult6s, ct pcut-^tre 
lc9 inter^ts fecrets 4es particuliers puifTans 
fc joindront-ils aux pr6jug6s de la multn 
tudc pour arr^tcr Ics efforts des vrais fages 
et des vrais citpyens. 

II eftlmpoillble de ne pas faire des voeux 
pour que ce peuple parvienne a toute la 
profp6rit6 dont il eft fuceptible. II efl 
refp6rance du genre humaiii. II peut ea 
devenir le module. II doit prouyer au 
monde^ par le fait^ que les hommes peuvent 
^tre librcs et tranquilles, et peuvent fe 
paiTer des chaines de toute efpece que lea 
tyrans et les charlatans de toute robe ont 
pr6tendu leur imp6fer fpus le pretexte du 
bien public. II doit donner rexcmple 
de la libert6 politique, de la liberty 
religieufe, de la liberty du commerce et 
de Tinduftrie. L'afylc qu*il ouvre a tous 
les opprim^s de toutes les nation doit con- 
foler la terre. La facilit6 d'cn profiter pour 
fe d^robcraux fuites d'un mauvais gou- 
vemement forcera les gouvernemens d'etre 
juftes, et de s'^clairer j le refte du monde 
ouvrira peu-a-peu les yeux fur le n6ant des 
illufions dont les politiques fe font berc6s. 
Mais il faut pour cela que TAm^rique s*ctl 
g^rantifle, et qu'elle ne rcdevienne pas 

_comme 
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commc I'ont tant repct6 vos 6crivains mi- 
niftcricls une image dc notre Europe, uii 
iamas de puifTances divif<^es, fe difputant 
des territoircs ou des profits de commerce, 
et cimentant continuellement Tefclavage de& 
^uples par leur propre fang* 

^ous les hommes cclair^s^ tous les amis 
dc rhumanit6 devroient en ce moment r6- 
unir Icurs lumieres et joindre leurs r6fle- 
xions d celles des fages Am6ricains pour 
cohcourir au grand ouvragc dc leur legis- 
lation. Cela feroit digne de vous, Mon- 
fieiir J je voudroii pouvoir 6chaufFer votrc 
i6\c ; et fi dans cette lettre jc mfc fuis l}vr6 
plus que je>ne Taurois dApeut-6tre a Teffu- 
fion de mes proprcs id6es, cc d6(ir a 6t6 
iiion unique motif, et m'excufera d cc 
que j*efpcre de Tehnui que je vous aurai 
cauf6. Je voudrois que le fang qui a couI6, 
qui coulera encdre dans cette querelle 
ne fiit pas inutile au bonhcur du* genre 
humaiti. 

Nos deux nations vont fe fkire r6cipro- 
quement bien du mat, probablement fans 
qu'aticune d'elles en retire un profit t6c\. 
Uaccroiffement des dettes et des charges^ 
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« n ♦ 4» « ♦ ^1^ ^ ♦ ♦♦♦♦♦, et la ruina 
d*un grand nombrc de citoycns en feront 
pcut-6trc Tunique refultat. L'Angleterrc 
m'cn paroit plus pr^s encore que la France. 
Si au lieu dc cette guerre vous aviez pu 
vous ex^cuter de bonne grace des le premier 
moment, s'il £toit donn6 a la politique de 
feire d*avance cc qu'elle fera infailliblement 
forc6e de faire plus tard, fi I'opinion na-^ 
tionale avoit pu permettre a votre gou-» 
vernement de pr«Jvenir les eveneracns, en 
fuppofant qu'il les eut pr6vus, s'il eut 
pu confentir d'abord a. Tind^pcndance de 
TAm^rique fans faire la guerre a perfonne, 
je crois fermement que votre nation n*au- 
roit rien perdu d ce changement; EUe y 
perdra aujourd'hui ce qu'elle a d6penf6, cc 
qu'elle d6penfera encore; elle eprouvera 
une grande diminution pour quelque terns 
dans fon commerce, de grands boulever- 
lemens int6rieurs fi elle eft fofc6e a la ban- 
queroute; et quoiqu'il arrive unc grande 
diminution dans Tinfluence politique au 
dehors, mais ce dernier article eft d'une 
bien petite importance pour le bonheur 
r^el d'un peuple, et je ne fui§ point du tout . 
dc Tavis de rAbb6 Rainal dans votre 6pU 
graphc. Je ne crois point que ceci vous 

tncnc 
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mcnc a dcvcnir unc nation mcprifablc, ct 
vous jettc dans rcfclavagc. 

Vos malheurs feront pcut-^trc axi con- 
trairc Tcffct d'unc amputation n^ccffaire j 
ils font pcut-^tre Ic fcul moyen de vous 
fauvcr de la cangrene du luxe et de la 
corruption. Si dans vos agitations vous 
pouvicz corriger votre conflitution en ren- 
dant les elfcdions annuelles, en repartiffant 
* Ic droit de repr6fentation d*une maniere 
plus ^gale et plus proportion6e aux in* 
terets des rcpr^fent^s, vous gagneriez 
peut-^tre autant que TAm^rique a cette 
r6volution ; car votre liberty vous refteroit, 
et vos autres pertes fc r6pareroient bien 
vtte ayec elle et par elle* 

Vous devez juger, Monfieur, par la fran- 
chife avec laquelle je m'ouvre a vous fur ces 
points d^licats, de Teftime que vous m'av6z 
infpir^Ci et de la fatisfadion que j*epi:ouvc 
a penfer quij y a quelque refferablance cntrc 
nos manieres de voir. Je compte bien .que 
cette confidence n'eft que pour vous. Je 
vous prie m6me de ne point me r^pondrc 
en detail par la pofte, car votre r6ponfe feroit 
infailliblemcnt ouverte dans nos bureaux; 
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tfe pdjfte, et Ton me trouveioit beaucoup 
trop ami de la liberty pour un miniftre, 
m6me poar un miniftre difgraci6 ! 

' Jai rhotineur d'etre^ Mooficur, avcc 
"toote la oonfideration poi]Ible» 

rjv Votrc tr^ humble, 



r:*^ 



:. : V : ^ ^ tr^« obciflant ferviteur, 

• ' TURCOT. 



// is not eafy to dojufiice in Englifh to ma^ 

ity pcirts of the preceding letter. The follow^ 

ingTranflation of it mil however^ I bope^ be 

. found to be nearly correQ ; and I tbink my-^ 

f elf greatly obliged to tbe Gentleman wbo^ has 

beetijo good as to favour me witb it. 
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TRANSLATION. 

To Dr. F R icE^ London. 

PariSt 22d Marcb^ 1778. 
Sir, 

MR. FRANKLIN by your dcfire ha» 
put into my hands the laft edition of 
your Obftrvations on Civil Liberty^ &c. for 
which I think myfclf doubly indebted to 
you. In the firft place, for the work it- 
fclf, of which I have long known the value 
and read with great avidity, notwithiland- 
ing the multiplicity of my engagements^ 
when it was firft published : And in the 
next place, for the politenefs you have 
ihewn in leaving out the imputation of 
want of addrejsy * which you intermixed 
P2 with 

• What is here faid refers to the following account 
of M. Turgofi adminiftration in the ftCQtii trad on 
Civil Liberty and thg War with Anurica^ p. 1 50f &c. 
« A new reign produced a new minifter of finance in 
<< Francif whofc name will bis refpeSed by pofterity for 
<' a fet of meafures as new to the political world, as any 
«' late difcovcries in the fyftem of nature have been to the 
. <' pbilofophical world— Doubtful in their operation^ as 

'•alt 
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with the handfome things you faid of me 
in your additional obfcrvations. 1 might 
have merited this imputation, if you 
had in view no other want of addrejs 
than . incapacity to unravel the fprings 
of thofe intrigues that were employed 
againft me, by fome people who are 
much 'more expert in thefe matters than 
i am, or ever fhall be, or indeed ever de- 
lire to be : But I imagined you imputed to 
jne a want of addrtfs which made my opi-- 

nions 

»« all untried mcafurcs/muft be, but diftinguiflicd by 
•* their tendency to lay a folid foundation for endlcfs 
••peace, indoftry, and a general enjoyment of the gifts 
•* of nature^ arts and commerce — ^Thc cdiQs iffucd dur- 
•* ing his s^dminiftration exhibit indeed a fhanfimtn9n of 
.♦• the moft extraordinary kind. An abfolute King rcn- 
•* dering a voluntary ac<?ount to his fubjeSs, and incit- 
*• ing his people to think \ a right which it has been the 
" bufmefs of all abfolute princes and their minifters to 
•' exiinguilb.— In thefip edia^ the King declared in the 
" moft diftina terms againft a bankruptcy, &c. while 
•< the minifter applied himfclf to incrcafe every public 
** refource by principles more liberal than Franct^ or any 
•* part of Eur^pi, ever had in fcrious contemplation.— 
^< It is much to be regrettedt that the oppofition helmet 
•• with and the intrigues of 4 court (hould have deprived 
•< the world of thofe lights, whish muft have refulted from 
\ ** the example of fuch an adminiftration." In this palTage 
' I b^dt in the firft edition* mentioned improperly Mr. 
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nions grofsly clafli with the general opini-> 
ons of my countrymen ; and in that refped 
I thought you neither did juftice to me nor 
to my country^ where there is a degree of 
underflanding much fuperior to what you 
generally fuppofe in England, and where it 
is more eafy perhaps, than even with you, 
to bring back the public to hearken to 
reafon. 

I have been led to judge thus by the infatu- 
ation of your people in the abfurd project of 
fubduing America, till the affair of Bur* 

Turgoi^i want of addrejs among the other caufes of his 
dirmiffion from power. This occadoned a letter from 
him to inform me of the true reaibns of his difmiflion, 
and begun that correfpondence^ of which this letter is a 
part^ and which continued till his death.— It may not 
be improper to add here^ that his fuceeflbr was Mr. 
Necicr, author of the intereding Treatife on the Admi* 
niftrationof the Finances of France juil pubU(hed; and 
that in the paflage juft quoted, the following no- 
tice is taken of this appointment,--" After a (hort in- 
^Vterval, a nomination, in fome refpeds dill more ex- 
*^ traordinary, took place in the Court of France. A 
** court, which a few years fince was diftinguiflied by its 
<* bigotry and intolerance, has raifed a froujlant^ the fub- 
** je£t of a fmall but virtuous republic, to a decifive lead 
<< in the regulation of its finances. It is to b^ prcfumcd 
" that fo fingutar a preference will produce an equally 
«♦ fingular exertion of integrity and talents.** 

goyno 
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goyne began to open their eyes; and by 
the fyftem of monopoly and exclufion which 
has been recommended by all your writers on 
Commercct (except Mr. Adam Smith and 
Bean Tucker) ; a fyfiem which has been the 
true fburce of your ieparation from your G)-* 
lonies. I have alfo been led to this opinion by 
all your controverfial writings upon the quef- 
tions which have occupied your attention 
theie twenty years, and in which, till your 
obfervations appeared, I fcarce recoiled to 
have read one that took up theie queftions on 
their proper ground. I cannot conceive how 
a nation which has cultivated every branch 
of natural knowledge with fuch fuccefs, 
ihould have made fo little progrefs in the 
rooft interefling of fcienccs, that of the pub- 
lic good : A fcience, in which the liberty of 
the Prefs, which (he alone enjoys, ought to 
have given her a prodigious advantage over 
every other nation in Burope. Was it na- 
tional pride which prevented you from pro- 
fiting by this advantage ? Or was it, becaufe 
you were not altogether in fo bad a condi- 
tion as other nations, that you have impofed 
upon yourfelves in your fpeculations fo far as 
to be perfuaded that your arrangements were 
compleat? Is it party fpirit and. a define of 

being 
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being fupported by popular opinion which 
has retarded your progrefs, by inducing your 
political writers to treat as vain Metaphyfics ♦ 
all thofe fpeculations which aim at efiabli/h* 
ing the rights and true interefls of nations 
and individuals upon fiked principles. How 
comes it that you are almoft the firfl of the 
writers of your country, who has given a juft 
idea of liberty, and Ihewn the falfity of the 
notion fo frequently repeated by almoft all 
Republican Writers, " that liberty con- 
** lifts in being fubjed only to the laws,'* 
as if a man could be free while oppreiTed 
by an unjuft law. This would not be true 
even if we could fuppofe that all the laws 
were the work of an affembly of the whole 
nation; for certainly every individual has 
his rights, of which the nation cannot de- 
prive him, except by violence and an un-^ 
iawful ufe of the general power. Though 
you have attended to this truth and have ex* 
plained yourfelf upon this head, perhaps it 
would have merited a more minute expla* 
nation, confidering how little attention is 
paid to it even by the moft zealous friends 
of liberty* 

It is likewife extraordinary that it was not 
thought a trivial matter in England taaffert 

f See Mr. Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Briftol. 
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.•*,that one nation never can have a right td 

•* gpvcrn another nation"—" that a govcrn- 

♦• ment where fuch a principle is admitted 

.** can have no foundation but that of force, 

•* which is equally the foundation of robbery 

"and tyranny"— *' and that the tyranny of 

^ ** a people is the moft cruel and intolerable, 

"becaufe it leaves the fe weft refources to the 

" oppreffcd."— A defpot is reftrained by a 

fenfe of his own intereft. He is checked by 

remorfe or by the public opinion. But the 

multitude never calculate. The multitude 

are never checked by remorfe, and will even 

afcribe to themfclves the higheft honour 

when they defcrve only difgrace. 

What a dreadful commentary on yout 
book are the events which have lately be- 
fallen the EngliQi nation ? For fome 

months they have been running head- 
long to ruin.— The fate of America is al- 
ready decided— Behold her independent be- 
yond recovery.— But will She be free and 
happy?— Can this new people, fo advan- 
tageoufly placed for giving an example to the 
world of a conftitution under which man 
may enjoy his rights, freely exercife all 
his faculties, and be governed only by na- 
ture, rcafon and jufticc-Can they form fuch 
a Conftitution ?-Can they eftablifti it upon 

o,gi,.edby(ionever- 



[ "3 ] 

a ncVerfailing fbundatjon, and gtiard againKI 
every fource of divifion and corruption which, 
may gradually undermine and defiroy it i 

I confefs that I aln not fatisfied with the 
Confiitutions wh ich have hi t her to been for m^ 
ed by the different States of America. It is 
with reafon that you reproach the State of ^ 
Penfylvania with exading a religious teft 
from thofe who become members of the body 
of Reprefentatives. There are much worfc 
tefis in the other States ; and there is one (I 

• believe the jerfcys) which requires * a de- 
claration of faith in the Divinity of Jcfus 
Chrift.-^I obfcrve that by moft of them the 
cudoms of England are imitated, without 
any particula): motive. Inflead of col« 
leding all authority intb one center, that 
of the nation, they have eflabli{hed dif- 
ferent bodies ; a body of reprefentatives^ 
a council, and a Gbvervor, becaufe there 

V is in England a Houfe of Commons, a 
Houfe of Lords, and a King.— They en- 
deavour to balance thefe dififerent powers» 

^ It is the Confiitution of Delawan th^t impores the 
left here meant. That of the Jerjeys^ with a noble li- 
beraliiy, orders that xhcre ihall nirvcr in that Province 
be any eftabflifhment of any one religious fe£k in prefer- 
en!:e to another, and that all Proteftants of all perfuafions 
Ihall )enjpy equal rights and privileges. 
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as if this equilibrium, which in JEn^Za;; J may 
be a ncceflary check to the enormous in- 
fluence of royalty, could be of any ufe in 
Republics founded upon the equality of all 
the Citizens j and as if eftablifliing different 
orders of men, was not a fource of divifions 
and difputes. In attempting to prevent 
imaginary dangers they create real ones; 
and in their defire to have nothing to fear 
from the clergy^ they unite them more 
clofely by one common prefer iption. By 
excluding them from the right of being 
eleded into public offices they become a body 
diflind from the State. Wherefore (hould a 
Citizen, who has the lame intereft with others 
in the common defence of liberty and pro- 
perty, be excluded from contributing to it 
his virtue and knowledge? Is it becaufe 
he is of a profeffion which requires know- 
ledge and virtue ? The clergy are only dan- 
gerous when they exift as a diftind body 
in the State ; and think themfelves pofTefTed 
of feparatc rights and interefts and a religi-* 
on cflablifhed by law, as if fome men had 
a right to regulate the confciences of other 
men, or could have an interefl: in doing 
this ; as if an individual could facrifice to^ 
civil fociety opinions on which he thinks his 

..y Go eternal 
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eternal falvation depends ; as if, in fhort, 
mankind were to be faved or damned ia 
communities — Where /rr/^ toleration, (that is, 
where the abfolute incompetency of civil 
government in matters of confcience, is 
cftabliflied) ; there the clergyman^ when ad* 
m it ted into the national afTembly, becomes 
a fimple citizen \ but when excluded, he 
becomes an ecclejiajlic. 

I do not think they are fufiiciently careful 
to reduce the kind of bufmefs with which 
the government of each State is charged, 
within the narrowefl limits polTible } nor 
to fcparate the objcds of legiflation from 
thofe of the general adminiftration, or from 
thofe of a local and particular adminiilra<» 
tion ; nor to inflitute local permanent aC- 
femblies, which by difcharging almoft all 
the fundions in the detail of government, 
make it unneceflary for the general affemblies 
to attend to thefe things, and thereby deprive 
the members of the general aflemblies of 
every means, and perhaps of every defire, of 
abufing a power which can only be applied 
to general objeds, and which, confequent* 
ly, muft be free from the influence of the 
little paflions by which men ufually are 
agitated. 

a^ ■ idc 
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I da not find that they attend to the gr?afc 
diftinflipn (the only one which is founded 
in nature between two claffcs of men), be- 
tween landholders, and thofe who are not 
landholders ; to their interefls, and of 
oourfcto their different rights refpeding 
kgiflation, the adminiftration of jufti9e and 
police^ ihcir contributions to the public 
cxpence, and employment. , 

No fixed principle of taxation is cfta- 
blifhed. They fuppofc that each State ^ay 
tax itfclf according to its own fancy, by 
cftablifhing cither perfonal tzxcs^ or taxes, 
on ^onfumftion and importation^ that is, 
that each Sta.tc may affume to itfelf an in- 
tcreft contrary to the intereft of the other 
States. 

They alfo every where fuppofe that they 
have a right to regulate commerce. They 
even delegate authoti|)r ];o^e:^ecutive bodies^ 
and to Governora, %o pi^ohibit the expor- 
tation of certain commodities on certain 
occafions. So far are they from Ipeiog fenfi- 
ble that the right to an entire liberty ia 
commerce is the confequence of the right 
of property. So much are they ftill in- 
volved in tl^ mift of European illv.fions. 

In the general union of the States I do, 
not pbierve a coalition^ a fqHon of all the 
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p?rts to form oi^c, homogeneous body. It 
is only a jumble of communities too dif* 
cordant, and which retain -a conftant ten* 
dency to fcparation, owing to the diverfity 
in their laws, cufloms and opinions j. to the 
inequality in their prefent ftren^thj biit 
ftill more, to the inequality in their ad- 
vances to ^r^flf^r ftrength. It is only a copy 
of the Dutch republic, with this difFerencq, 
that the Dutch republic had nothing to 
fear, as the American republic has, from 
the future poflible increafc of any one of 
the Provinces, — ^^All this edifice has been 
hitherto fupported upon the erroneous 
foundation oif the moft ancient and vul- 
var policy J upon the prejudice that , Na- 
tions and States, as fuch, may have an 
.intereft diftindt from the intereft which in- 
dividuals have to be free, and to defend 
^ their property againft the attacks, of Tpl?- 
.bers and. conquerors ; An - intereft, in 
carrying on »a. more extcnfivc xommerpc 
. ^han other States, in not purchafing foreign 
merchandize, ;and compelling foreigners to 
confume their, produce ^nd man.ufadurea: 
An intereft in poffefling more ejctenfive ter- 
ritories, and acquiring fuch and fuch a pro- 
vince, ifland or village : An intereft in infpir* 
ing Qthe^ nations with .awojj .and gaining a 

fuperi- 
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fupcriority over them in the glory of arts, 
icienceSy arid arnas.. 

Some of thefc prejudices are fomented in 
JEurope^ from the ancient rivalfhip of na- 
tions and the ambitioq of Princes, which 
compel every State to keep up an armed 
force to defend itfelf againil the attack of 
neighbours in arms, and to look upon a mi- 
litary force as the principal objed of goyern- 
meht. /^mmVa is likely in no long tin^e 
^ to enjoy the happinefs of having no external 
enemy to dread, provided (he is not divided 
within hcrfclf. She ought, therefore, to 
eflimate properly thofe pretended interefisr 
and caufes of difcord which alone are likely 
^tb ' be formidable to her liberty. On thjat 
'iacfed principle, " liberty of commerce 
/^'cbnfidercd as a natural right flowing from 
*** the poffcffion of property," all the pre^ 
tended intcrefts of commerce muft vanilh.— - 
'The fuppofed intereft in poflcSing more or 
'Icfs tcrritoiry difappear on this principle, 
^*' that a territory does not belong to na-^ 
^ tions, but to the individuals who are pro- 
•"prietors of the lands." The queftion, 
"whether fuch a canton or fuch a village be- 
longs to fuch a Province or fuch a State, 
"bought not to be determined by the intereft 
in- it pretended by that Province or that 
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State; but by the intereft the inhabitants 
of the canton or village have in aifembling 
for tranfading their affairs in the place 
moft convenient for them. This intereft, 
meafured by the greater or lefs diflancc 
that a man can go from his home to attend 
to important affairs without injuring, his 
private concerns, forms a natural boundary 
to the jurifdidion of States, and edablifhes 
an cquipoifc * of extent and ftrength be- 
tween them, which muft remove every 
danger of inequality, and every pretence 
to fuperiority. ^ 

There can be no intereft in being feared 
when nothing can be demanded, and when 
men are in a fituation not to be attacked by^ 
a confidcrable force with any hope of fuc- 
cefs. 

The glory of arms is nothing to thofe 
ivho enjoy the hippinefs of living in peace. 

The glory of arts and fciences belongs to 
every man who can acquire it. There is 

• This fcems to be a particular of much confcqucnce. 
The great inequality now cxifting, and which is likely 
to increafe, between the different States, is a very un- 
favourable circumftance ; and the cmbarraffmcnt and 
danger to which it expofes the union ought to be 
guarded againft as far as pofllblc in laying out future . 
States.' 

^ hcrij 
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irifitb atttple fcopc. The fold of difcovety is 
boattdlefdV ^^^ ^''^ profit by the difcbveriei 
of all 

' r imagine that the Ameribans are not as 
leniible of thefe tnlths, as they ought to 
bfr,* Ixi: brdcr to feciire the happincfs of 
their pofterity; Ido not blame their leaders. 
It was ftdecflary' to provide for the neccffities 
<jf the moment, by fuch a lihiori as they 
could form agaiiftft a prefent and knoft for- 
midable enemy. They have hot leifure to 
cbttfider how the terrors of the different con- 
flitutions and States may be correded ; 
btit they Ought to be aifraid of perpetuating 
thefe errors, and to endfeavour by all means 
to r&eohcile the opiniohs atid interefis of 
the different provinces, and to unite thexri 
by bringing them to one uniform fet of 
principles. 

To accpmplifli this they iiave great ob- 
ftaclesTo furmount. 

fn Canada, an order of Roman Catholic 
Clergy, and a body of Nobles. 

' In New England, a rigid puritanical fpirit 
-which has been always fomewhat into- 
lerant \ 

• * This has httnona true of the inhabitants of NiW" 
England^ but it is not (on9W, See p. 47* 

Id 
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In Pcnfylvania, a very great: number of inn 
habitants laying it down as a religrousTprin--' 
ciple, that the profeflion of arms h unlaw-/ 
ful, and refiifing to join in the afrangements 
neceifary to efiablifh the military force of 
the State, by uniting the chard£ler of -the 
Citizen with that of the Soldier and Mili- 
tiaman, in confequence of which^thd bufi-^ 
nefsbf war is made to be the buifnefsof 
mercenaries. ■ • . i - " 

In the Southern Colonies, an inequality 
of fortune too great ; and what is wbrfe, 
a great' number of JBlacks, whbfe -Ilia very 
is incompatible with a good political totafti* 
tutibri ; ^ and who," if ' emancipated, Would 
occaiion great embarrafiTment by fbriping 
two diiiind people-in one State. • 

In all of them, various prejudices,, an at- 
tachment to eftabliihed forms, a habit of 
paying certain taxes, and a dread bf.thofe 
which muft be fubftitutcd for . them i a 
vanity in thofe colonics which think them- 
felvcs moft powerful j and a wretched be* 
ginning of national pride. I ; imagine that 
the Americans muft aggrandize themfelvcs 
not by War, but by agriculture.' If they 
neglea the immenfe defarts which are at 
^heir b3[cks, and which extend alb. the way 
R to 
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to th;5 . liycftcrn fea, tbdr exiles apd fugi- 
tives . friptpx j ^ ..fever ity.: of; the l^^s, . wil] 
xm itc ^^j th jt^c Savage^, apd fettle -that part 
of tl^e cpi^tfy j; the 5?Qpfpquence o£ which 
will ,^^|[^?j tjhat ^ bodif s , : ,Qf . Banclitt j .:' will 
ravage i^mcf i^a, a8.;|he J^;:barians\of^ the 
Nprtfi: lavfjged ;the Rj^manij Empir^y. and) 
frfbjg(f| j^C! &ates ^o^t|i<?< pifceffity pf -Jtecp^ 
?.^':f^?; f^lP^^J^i'^ always I guarded,; z^4 re<* 
xnainiDg in a State of continual v^a^t v .T]?^ 
Cf>\m}pp J^^liit tothc: frontier will of; fourfc 
^: better jdifcipliiie4 titbap .jthe Xfi^jn^m^ 
ithifl'Jflcqp^lity of military forw wiU-pfOve 
* ' !di»»4fel • InecntivCi^ toiv»nabitioiw r ,S^e 
kfemedy, for .this ipc(jea|ilryr;W!fittld ; feeijltp, 
fcccp ii ilinding 'mmfirr.to i which: r.fty^ry 
State fliould : contribufcolip.- propdrtJLonr.^ 
•its rJK)pulationy hutithfl! Jimiricatiif. iVlfho 
^baV«*itKe .fqars • th^- tJ)S:Jj^)5igUfh jQaj'^^.to 
have,^/drbadi nothing ,fQ:.much as^a^ftandr 
ing lawihy. ': iln this ithey/ttrc V/rbngi .There 
•15 -jabtKirig; D!idre.;caiy;c;tbeait<^ comhlnPy^ 
iUddt&g army With M iniiitia^ fo as tQiln- 
rprOveMthe: militia,! and:::gain additipn^l fe- 
burityrfdr libdrty; But it j's no eafy roattietr 
|o'6aIidi their a'pprehenfi(oa9; on that header 
^* Herd-^^af^ a nunlbef;of..difiioultic$;\and 

rfbaps i Ithe. private' . irittrfcfls of jpaweiful 
': ' • ' ^ ' ' H individu^^ 
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individuals will unite with the prejudices 0f 
the muUitude, to check the efforts of true 
Philofbphers and good Citizens.* 

It is impoffible not to vfi(h ardently 
that this people may attain to all the pro- 
fpcrity of which Jthey are capable. They 
are the 6ope of the world. They may be- 
come a model to it. They may prove by fad 
that men can be free and yet tranquil ; and 
that it is in their power to refcue them- 
felves from the chains in which tyrants and 
knaves of all defcriptions have prefumed to 
bind them under the pretence of the public 
good. They may exhibit an example of 
political liberty, of religious liberty, oicom^ 
merciallihcrty, andof induftry. The 4fyluni 
they open to the oppreffed of all nations 
fhould confole the earth. The cafe with 
which the injured may efcapc from op* 
prefiivc governments, will compel Princes 
to become juft and cautious; and the reft of 
the world wijl gradually open their eyes upoa 
the empty illufions with which they have 
been hitherto cheated by politicians. But for 
this purpofe America muft preferve herfelf 
from thefe illufions i and take care to avoid 
being w^hat your minifterialwriters are fre- 
R 2 quently 
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qucntly faying Shft ?v/7/:bc— aii image of bur 
Europe^r-a' maCs of divided powers contcndr 
ing for territory andcommerce, and con* 
tinually cementing the ilavery of the people 
wththcir own blood..' ^ * 

All enlightened men— All the friends of 
humanity'ought at this time to unite their 
lights to thofe of the American fagcs, and 
to aflift them in thd great work of legifla* 
tion.t Thisr fir, would bt a work worthy 
of you. : I wifh it was in my power to ani-^ 
mate your 2eal in this infiance. If I have in 
this letter indulged too free an efFufion 
of my icntiments, this has been my only 
motive j and it will, I hopc^ induce you td 
pardon me for tiring you. I wi/h indeed 
that the: blood virhich has been fpilt, and 
which will continue for feme time to be 
fpilt in this contefl, may not be without itd 
ufe to the human race. 

Our tw€f nations are about doing much 
harm td each other^ and probably without 
the profped to either of any real advantage^ 
An increafe of debts and public burthens^ 
(perhaps a national bankruptcy) and the 
ruin oif a great number of individuals^ will 
prove the.refult; England feetns to. me to 
be more^; likely to fufFer by thefe evils,' 
iind much nearer to them, than France. 

dbyGoogk^jf 
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— If inftead of going to war, you h^d at the 
commencement of your difputcs endeavour^ 
cd to retreat with a good grace ; if your 
Statefmen had then confented to make thofb 
concefCons; which they will infallibly be 
obliged to make at laft; if the national 
opinion would have p>ermitted your govern- 
ment to anticipate events which might 
have been forefeen i if, in (hort, you had 
immediately yielded to the independence of 
America without entering into any hofiili- 
ties} I am firmly perfuaded your nation 
would have loft nothing.— But you will now 
lofe what you have already expended, and 
what you are ftill to expend i you will ex* 
pcrience a great diminution of your com- 
merce for fomci time, and great interior 
commotions, if driven to a bankruptcy; and, 
at any rate, a great diminution of weight 
in foreign politics. But this laft circum-^ 
fiance I think of little confcquence to the 
teal happinefs of a people ^ for I cannot 
agree with the ^bT>e Raynal in your motto •* 

i do 

• Thi^ refers to the following words (taken from Mr, 
Juftamond's tranflation of the Abbi RaynaPi Hiftory of 
the European Settlements) in the Title-page to the 
Second TraS on Civil Liberty — " Should the morals 
^« of the Englith be pcrterted by luxury— fliould they 
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I d6 not believe all this vfill make yoii d 
tpnt^mptible nation or throw you into 
ilavery.— On the contrary; your misfortunes 
may have the cffcGt of a necefTary amputa- 
tion. They are perhaps the only means of 
i^vihg you from the gangrene of luxury 
and cdrruptidxi. And if they fhould termi*^ 
natc in the amendment of your conflitution^ 
l^y reftoring annual elections, and diftribut- 
ing the right of fufFrages for rcprefentation fo 
as to render it more equal and better propor- 
lioned to the interel^s of the reprefented^ 
you will perhaps gain as much as America 
by this revolution j for ydii will prefervc 
your liberty, and with your liberty, and by 
means of it, all your other lofTes will be 
fpecdily repaired. 

. By the freedom with vi'hicK I have oped- 
cd myfelf to you, fir, updn thefe delicate 
points, you will judge of the eftccm with 
which you have infpired me; and the fati^* 
fadlionlfecl in thic^king there is ibme re« 

** lo(e their colonies by rtftraining them, &c. they will 
^* be en(Iave4. Tfiey will become inHgnificanc and 
** contemptible; and Europe will not be able to fhew 
'* * tbe world cxf nation in which fee can pride berfclf.** 

\ 
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icmblance between our fentiments and views* 
I depend on your * confining this confidence 
to yourfelf. I even beg that you will not 
be particular in anfwering me by the Poft, 
for your letter will certainly be opened at 
our Pod-Offices, and I (hall be found much 
too great a friend to liberty for a minifter» 
even though a difcarded minifter. 

I have the honour to be with all pof* 
iible reiped, 

Sir, 
Your mod humble, 

and mod obedient Servant, 

TURCOT. 

? In compliance with Mr. Turgef% dcfirc, this let- 
ter was kept private during his life. Since his death I 
have though^ the publication of it a duty which I owe to 
his memory, as well as to the Upited States and the 
world. I can add, with much fatisfaSion, that my vene- 
rable friend and the excellent Philofopher and Statefman 
whofe name introduces this letter ; and alfo, that fome in- 
timate friends of Mr. Turgct% who have been confalted 
pn this fubjeS, concur with nie in this fentiment. 

Note omitted in Page 52. 

The imperfeftion of nal knowledge may often produce 

unreafonable incredulity. Had the bcft Philofophers 

been told a few years ago, ** that there exiAed fifhes which 
y had the command of lightnings and whicluufed it to 
y kill their prey,** they would have fcoutcd the infcrma- 
iion as abfurd and ridiculous. ^^^^^ ^^ Google 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



CT^HE following Tcftamcnt was lately pub^ 
•^ lijhed in France, and conveyed to me hy 
Dr. Franklin. // exemplies^ with an inftruc* 
tive pleafantry and great force^ the account in 
P^g^ iO> 6fr. of the powers of Compound Inr 
tercfi or a Sinking Fund, and the ufes to 
which they may be applied for the benefit of 
nations and of pofterity. For this reafon I here 
offer to the public the following tra^flation of it^ 
not doubting but I fhall be excufed if the turn 
of humour in it renders it a compojttion of d 
nature not perfectly fuitable to the other parts 
of this pamphlets 



S% 
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THE 



TESTAMENT, ^c. 



TN the name of God^ I Fortune SJcard^ Teacher 
of Arithmetic at D— , invoking the Holy 
Virgin and Saint Fortune my patron, do make 
this my laft Will as follows— 

[<« The Executors, who have caufed this Will 
<< to be printed in order to fulfil the intentions 
«« of the late M. Fortuni Ricard^ do not think it 
«< neceflkry to publi/h thofe particular bequefts 
<< which concern only his own family*-— After 
«< having difpofed of his patrimony among them 
<< with wifdom, he proceeds in the following man* 
« ner."] 

It remains now for me to declare my in- 
tentions with regard to the promife of 500 
livres*, fubfcribed on my behalf by M. P. 

banker 

* 2Zl. 4/. 6/« 
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Ibanker of this town. This fum proceeded origi- 
nally from a prefent which was made me by Trof^ 
per Ricard^ my much honoured grandfather, when 
I entered the eighth year of my age. At that 
age he had taught me the principles of writing 
and calculation. After having (hewn me that a 
capital, with its accumulating interefl: at five per 
cent, would amount at the end of 100 years to 
more than 131 times the original fum *, and feeing 
that I liftened to this ledture with the greateft 
attention, he took 24 livres f out of his pocket, and 
addrefTed me with an enthufiafm which is ftili pre- 
fent to my mind — •« My child, faid he, remember 
«^ while thou liveft, that with osconomy and cal- 
*< culation nothing is impoffible for man. Here 
*« are 24 livres which I give thee. Take them to 
^ a merchant in our neighbourhood, who will 
«* place them in trade out of regard to me» 
*« Every year thou (halt add the Intercft to the 
*« principal. At thy death thou (halt employ the 
«< produce in good works for the ^ repofe of thy 
«« feul and my own."— .1 have executed this order 
with fidelity, and in the courfe of my life I have 
planned many projedls for employing this money^ . 
Having reached the 71ft year of my age, it amounts ^ 
to 500 livres ; but as I mqft fome .time or other 
fet bounds to myfelf, I now de(ire that it may be , 
divided into ^ve portions of 100 livres ;^ each ;, 
to which the interefts (hall be annually added,; 
and the accumulated fums (hall be fucceilively 
applied to the following ufes. 

I.- In a hundred years the firft furii of 100 livres. 
will amount to more than 13,100 livres §, (5S22/. 

From 

• See table. 1 ft annexed to this Will 
t Neiriy • guinea. 

t Four poondi nine fhillingi. ^ _ Pooalp 
. { See iMc ift and ad. * ogtzedbyL^OOgle 
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From this fum a prize of 4000 livres fhall be 
given for the beft theological diflertation, to prov^ 
the lawfulnefs of putting out money to inte- 
reft. Three medals of 600 livres each, ihall alio 
be given for the three diflertations which ihall be 
adjudged the. next in merit to the prize-difteru- 
tion. The remainder of the 13,100 livres ihall 
be expended in printing the prize*diiIertatioa and 
extrads from the others. Copies of thefe ihall 
be fent, gratis^ to all the biihops, clergy, add 
confeiTors of the kingdom. I had intended to 
have fent them alfo into foreign countries ; but I 
obferve that all the univerflties of the chriftiaa 
world, excepting thofe of France, have iblemnly 
recognized the lawfulnefs of putting money to 
intereft * ; and that it continues neceifary only in 
this kingdom to explain a queftion in morals fo 
interefting to the welfare of the State. 

2. After two hundred years a fecond fum of 100 
livres, amounting, with its accumulated intereft, to 
more than 1,700,000 livres f , (756f50o/.) ihall 
be employed in eftabli(hing a perpetual fund for 
fourfcore prizes of 1000 livres each, to be diilri* 
buted annually by the different academies of the 
kingdom, as follows .'—Fifteen prizes for the moft 
diftinguiihed virtuous aAions— •fifteen for works of 
fcience and literature— ten for folutions of queftions 
in arithmetic and calculation — ten for fuch new 
proceiTes in agriculture as fhall produce the beft 
crops— ten for mafter-pieces in the fine arts— 

and 

^ See the approbationi of the Univcriltiei of Alcala, Si* 
hnfinca, Ingol&adt^ Fribourgh in firifgaw, Mayencc, Co* 
logne aAd Treves, printed at the end of a Trgat(/g npom 
Vjurj and Jnttrefi. Lyen. Brtiy/cl-Pontbtu^ 1776, in iimOm 
The firil ^wt of thefe approbations have been depoiited la 
the archives of the confulmip of the towa of Lyons* 
' t See table ad and 4th* ^ i 

■ • Digitized by V^OOgie 



[ X36 ] 

and ten to encourage races and other exerciies 
proper to difplay the force and agility of the 
ix)dy, and to reftore amongft us a tafte for the 
gymnaiium which was in fuch great efteem among 
the Greeks9 and which formerly made fo many 
heroes* 

After three hundred years, from another fum 
of ICO livres, increafed in that time to more 
than two hundred and twenty - (\x millions, 
(10,057,000/.) there (hall be appropriated 196 
millions towards eftablifhing, in the moft con* 
fiderable places in France, 500 patriotic banks 
for lending money without intereft ; the largeft 
of which fliall have a fund of ten millions of li** 
vtts^ and the fmalleft a fund of 100,000 livres. 
Thefe banks /hall be managed by a committee 
of the moft upright citizens in each plac^ 
and the money, (hall be employed in loans to 
fuccour the unfortunate, or advanced towards 
promoting agriculture, trade, and induftry. The 
remaining thirty millions ihall be expended 
in foundmg twelve mufeums in the cities of Paris» 
Lyons, Rouen, Bourdeaux, Rennes, Lifle, Nancy, 
Tours, Dijon, Thoulouie, Aix, and Grenoble. 
Each of thefe mufeums ihall be placed at the moft 
agreeable end of the city. Five hundred thoufand 
livres ihall be expended upon each building, and 
in the purcbafe of grounds which (hall belong to 
them^ and be laid out into botanical and fruit gar* 
dens, and alfo into kitchen gardens and exteniive 
walks* To each mufeum ihall be annexed an 
income of 100,000 livres; and ther; ^all be 
lodged and boarded in it forty literary ^en and 
artifts of fuperior merit, who, at the time of 
meals (hall be divided into four tables^ that 
Ibeir rcpafts may be chearful without being too 

noify. 
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noify. Each tQufeum (hall ber provided with C\x 
Secrecarle8» a deiigner and engraver, and four 
carriage^. There ma)l be alio a hall for concerts^ 
a^theatre, a chymical laboratory, a cabinet of na- 
tural hiftory, a hall for experimental philo(bphy» 
and a grand gallery for a common library. A* 
hundred tboufand livres (hall be expended on a 
feparate library for each of thefe eftablilhrnents^ 
The famc^ fum (hall be employed in providing, 
them with (eparate cabinets, of natural, hiftory and 
with philpfophical ini^ruments. And io,poo li- 
vres (ball be referved annually for keeping, up 
and increafing thefe cabinets and philofophical 
iaftruments..* 

The libraries (hall always be open tp. the pub* 
lie. Twenty members of the mufcum (hall be 
engaged in giving public and gratuitous courfes 
of le^ures: upon the foreign languages, and upon 
all the. arts and fciences. The other twenty (ball, 
be engaged in fuch other employments as may be 
moft ufefuL No one (hall be admitted a mem- 
ber till he has previoufly given proof, not of bis> 
rank, de(cent» or nobility,, but of his morals^, 
and of his never having di(honoured his pen by 
writing againft •]• religion and government, or by. 
fatirifing any member of the community. On 
being admitted he (hall make oath, ^^ That he will 
♦* prefer virtue, truth, and his country to every 
" thing.; and the genci:al good of literature to 
** his own fame.'* The works of the members of 
the mufeum (hall be printed at the expence of the 

T. eila- 

^ Scctibk jcb. ^ . ^ ., 

t No good mtn will ever write •^ainlt rejigip.n and 
governmem. . On the contrary; they will do all. they can 
to render them, greater bleflings, by fpreadingjutt notions 
of tbein». 'atkd clearing them from thofc abu(ei an<i cor- 
ruptions by which nfurpers and hypocrites have made thesfi 
the meant of enilaving and debaiing mankind. 
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eftabliihment, and when thofe expences are rtim^ 
burfed, the profits (hall belong to the authors, 

4. After /our hundred years the fourth fum of loa 
livres, amounting, with intereft^to near 30,000 mil- 
lions, ( 1,330,000,000/.) (hall be employed in build- 
ing 100 towns, each containing 150,000 fouls *, in 
the moft agreeable fituations which can be found 
in France. The means of peopling thefe towns, 
of governing and making them flourifh, are ex- 
plained in a memorial annexed to this will -f*. In 
a (horc time there will refuit from hence an ad- 
dition of 15 millions of inhabitants to the king- 
dom, and its confumption will be doubled, for 
which fervice I hope the oeconomifts will think 
themfelves obliged to me. 

I am fenfible that all the fpecie in Europe Is 
not equal to thefe 30,000 millions, and that it 
will be impoffible to make provifion in money for 
fuch immenfe fums. For this reafon 1 leave it to 
the difcretion of my executors to exchange cafh at 
convenient feafons for landed and other real poflef- 
iions. The revenue arifing from thofe pofTcffions 
ihall either be laid out in cafh, or realized by 
further purchafes, fo that my bequefts may be 
fulfilled in their due time without any difficulty. 

1 am convinced, by the moft accurate calcula- 
tions, that my arrangements inftead of clogging 
will give aiilivity to the circulation of fpecie. 
Laying out the money 1 have ordered in the pur- 
chafe 

• See tabic 6th. 

f The Exccocort have not ^et determined whether they 
Ihall pobllih this Memorial, which it verjr copioat, and con- 
tain! fome ideas that may claim originality. The more im- 
mediate concerns of their executorihip have not yet afforded 
them time for examining the whole of it. Befidcs» there can 
be ho necciSty of harrying the pnblication. inafmuch at 
the towns of which it treati are not to be botlt till the end 
of (bar cetitoriet. ' 
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chafe of eftaCes^ will foon increafe their vali^ ; and . 
when thefe accumulating riches (hall have fo pro* 
duced their effed as that there can no longer be 
found in France a landholder who will iell his 
eftate, purchafes muft be fought for among the 
neighbouring nations, 

5. Finally, with regard to the laft fum of 100 
livres, amounting nearly, by the accumulation 
o( five hundred years, to four millions of millions 
of livres, * it (hall be difpofed of as follows. 

Six thoufand millions ihall be appropriated to- 
wards paying the national debt of France^ upon 
condition that the Kings, our good lords and 
mafters, ihall be entreated to order the comptrol* 
lers general of the finances to undergo in future 
an examination in arithmetic -f before they enter • 
upon their ofEce. 

Twelve thoufand millions ihall likewife be em* 
ployed in paying the public debts of England'.-^ 
It may be leen that I reckon that both thofe na* 
tional debts will be doubled In this period; not 
that I hsive any doubts of the talents of certain 
minifters to increafe them much more, but their 
operations in this way are oppofcd by an infinity 
of circumftances which lead me to prefume that 
thofe debts cannot be more than doubled. Be* 
fides, if they amount to a few thoufands of miU 
lions more, I declare that it is my intention that 
they fhould be entirely paid off, and that a pro* 
jed fo laudable ihould not remain unexecuted 
T 2 for 

* 176 thoufandi of ipilliont fterliog.-^See tables 2d aad 

t There have beeQ»'u it /aid» even 10 England Lords 
of theAdmiraky who could oot couni^ and Chancellon of 
the Excbi^uer who could not read figures. 
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ibr a trifle more or lefs. I beg that the^Englidi 
xvouM not rcfufc this flight wzrk of the temem* 
bninte of ia man, who Was Ifidced bom a French* 
man, but who (incerely e^fteemed their nation, and 
always was a particular admirer of that magnifi- 
cent work which Newton, their, countryman, has 
entitled Univerjal Arithmetic. I earneftly dejirc 
that, as an acknowledgment for this legacy, the 
Engli'fh nation will cohfent to call the French 
' tbdrneigbbours * and not their natural enemies \ that 
they be, aflured that nature never made man an 
enemy to man*, and that national hatreds, com- 
jhercial prohibitions, and," above all, wars^ con- 
.ftantly produce a monftrobs error in calculations. 
But I dare not, in this inftance, require any thing. 
Wemuft hope for all We defire from time; and 
When we have the happinefs of rendering a fer- 
vice, we muft not dcftroy its Valiie by annexing 
conditions to it which may encumber tbbfe whom 
We wifli to ferve. 

Thirty thoufand millions fliall be formed into 
a fund for producing an annual revenue of 15 
hundred millions to be divided in times of peace 
among' all the powers of Europe. In time of 
War the (hare of the aggreflbr or aggreidbrs (hall 
be given to thofe who/have been attacked Uh- 
juftly. In order to engage fovereigns, if po(rible, 
to rcfled a little before they commence unjuft 
hoftilities. ,This revenue (hall be '^diftributcd 
among the difFerent t^ations in proportion to their 
population. Every ten years an exad); humera- 

,tion 

^ The parable of the good Samaritan directs tvtry man 
to look BpOQ ever|r man at hi* mgtgbhwt without i^arding 
hu coontry or religion. M. Ricard appears to have attended 
to this diyiae inftrudion. But Engl^fimtn prbbably forget 
4r, when, in their public devotioan ihey pray that God 
wonld MbtUt thiffidi and ^ffij^g* ^^ jgutotof their c^mies. 
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tion (hall be taken with a view to this diftribption, 
which (hall be made by a diet compofed of depu* 
ties (rotti all the different nations i but I direft 
that a larger proportion (hall bediftributcd to thofe 
ibvereigns who (hall apply for it and appear to de- 
(ire it with no other view than to. encourage popti* 
latioh among their fubjeAs. 

I leave to the witdom of my executors the care 
of extending the benefits of this bequeft to the 
other p^rts of the world ; and if, by this means, 
they (hould hope to fuccced in extingui(hing 
throughout the world the abfurd and barbarous 
•rage of war, I willingly confent that they appro- 
priate for this purpo{c the further fum of one 
hundred thoufand millions. I wlih that (ix thou- 
fand millions may be offertd to his Majefty, the 
King of France ; namely, a tboufand tniWions to 
fuperfede the neceffity of lotteries, a fort of tax 
impofed upon wicked men which infallibly ren- 
-ders theni a great deal more wicked ; a iboufand 
-millions to buy in all iifelefs offices which are at* 
tended with the (ad inconvenience of pcrfuadhrg 
many perfons that it is a fufficient discharge of 
their duty to their country to occupy an office 
without fuhiftions, and that an honour may be de- 
rived from bearing a (enfcleis title \ ia thoufandtaW^ 
Uonsto buy in offices which, on the contrary, -^^re 
too important to be left expofcd to the danger of 
venality \ ztboufandmWWonsto purchafe a tiomajn 
for hismajefty -worthy of his crown, and fufficient: 
for the expences of his court, fo that the nation may 
clearly perceive that the taxes impofed upon theni 
arc applicable only to the expenditures of the 
ftate. The remaining two thoufand millions 
' (hall form a fund, who^ annual produce (hall be 
employed by his majefty in penfions and gratut- 
t^s. By thefe mean^ if fometimes thofe favours 

(hould 
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ihould be conferred upon intriguing and unde* 
fervjng perfons^ the nation will have no caufe 
.to complain of the improper ufe of money drawn 
^m taxes and the labours of the hu(band- 
man. 

1 appoint a tboufand millions towards adding a 
tboufand livres to the fettled income, of all the 
clergy in the kingdom, and 600 livres to that 
of their vicars, upon condition that they no 
longer demand fees for faying mafTes. I had 
al(b (bme thoughts of propo/ing to them the 
fuppreffion of Tees for baptifms, marriages and 
burials \ but I have confidered thofe fundions 
to be of a civil as well as religious nature *, and 
that on this account the clergy may, without im- 
propriety, be allowed to receive a pay which is, ia 
faft, more moderate than would be required by any 
other public officers in their places. Beiides, this 
pay, perhaps, renders the fervice more exaA, more 
.speedy on their part, and lefs irkfome to the deli* 
.cacy of fome of thofe who receive it. 

I appoint two thoufand millions towards forming 

^an income of Un livres a month to all the children 

.which (hall be born in the kingdom till they are 

three vears of age ; and 1 defire this legacy ro be 

.increaied to thirty livres a month to thole children 

-which /hall be nurfed by their own mothers. I do 

not except even the children of the rich ; on the 

contrary, I invite rich parents to accept this dona- 

tion without reluAance^ as an honorary prize 

awarded to paternity and the cares of maternal 

.love. They may, it they pleafe, apply it to a<5!^s 

of charity and benevolence. 

1 appoint four thoufand millions towards 
purcha^g the wafte lands of the kingdom. 

Thefe 
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Thefe (hall be divided into 500,000 little farms or 
tenements of four or five acres each, on which 
ihall be erefted as many commodious cottages. 
Thefe 500,000 farms (hall be given as freeholds to an 
equal number of mzrricd feafanis^ chofen in each 
pari(h by a veftry compofed of ten of the moft aged 
inhabitants. The pofledbrs of thefe freeholds 
(hall be obliged to make them their only refidence, 
to cultivate them with their own hands and chofe 
of their families, and to report every year the im* 
provements of them which they have made. Thefe 
freeholds (hall be hereditary, but only upon con* 
dition that they (hall neither be divided, nor any 
two of them engrofled by one perfon. When a 
freeholder dies without leaving behind him either 
wife, children, brothers, fitters, nephews, or nie- 
ces, who have lived and laboured with htm for 
three years prior to his deceafe, the freehold (hall be 
declared vacant, and given anew by the veftry of 
the pari(h to that pewint who (hall appear to de- 
ferve it beft. 

I defire that two thoufand millions be laid 
out in purchafing all the manors of which there 
(hall be fellers, and that the vafials thereon be for 
ever afterwards exempted from all fervitude and 
fealty. 

Six thoufand millions (hall be employed in 
founding houfes of education in all the countr/^ 
parifiies, agreeable to the plan of the author of a 
work entitled, Patriotic Views refpeSling the Edu* 
cation of the people. If in executing this plan of a 
1 man of genius and an excellent citizen it (hould ap- 

* pear to want fome little amendments and altera* 

. tions, I direft that they (hall be adopted. 

I appoint 20,000 millions towards ereAing in 
the kingdom 40*000 houfes of labour, or public 

work^ 
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workhojafes j to each of which (hzl\ be. appropria- 
ted frojtn lO^ooD. to 50,000 livres annual income. 
Every, man and woman, (hall have a right to offei: 
themielves. at any time to be. maintained and em- 
ployed in them. I chufe to fay nothing; of any 
oither. particulars in. the government and manage- 
ment of tbefe.boufea;. hoping that the ideaa which, 
begin to. be formed, concerning efiabliflunents of 
thia: Kmd will he perfeAed before the period fixed. 
for thefeihall arrive ; and that it will at length be 
vniverfally. acknowledged^ that though- it is dange- 
rous and fooli/h to give alms in money to. a ftrong^ 
beggar, yet that fpciety has no right to deprive 
him of his liberty and infiid punishments upoot 
him» while it does not hold out to him any. other, 
meanaof fubiiftence, or at leaft. pointout to him a. 
method of difcovering what meana he is capable of 
ufing, 

I entreat the managers of thefe. public workhous 
ies to give the greateft encouragement to fuch. 
trades as can be performed by women. This fex, 
(q. dear to all feniible minds, has been neglcd;e4 
or oppreiTed by all our inftitutipns. — Scduiitions of, 
all kinds, feem to confpire. againft their virtue--^ 
Necefllty precipitates them involuntarily into at^ 
a^yfe of infamy, and mifery,.^The low. price which 
is fet upon the labour of women is out of all pro.-^ 
portion to the inferiority of their bodily ftrengtb; 
Let the public workhoufes fet the example of 
paying them better. 

There, are in France many hpufea of corrcdion 
where the mifcondu^^ of women, is fevercly pu* 
fiiflied, hut where In reality it is onjy fufpend^ 
cdf mere, confinement having, no tendency, to 
eradicate vice.. Why fli^uW there not be one 
cftahlifiiment where a youne wpman, conquered 
by temptation and on the brink of defpair, might 
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prefent herfelf, and fay—** Vice offers me gpld> 
** I only aik for labour and bread. In compaiiion 
** to my remorfe aflift and ftrcngthen me<^ Open 
** an afylum for me where I may weep without 
** being feen, expiate thofe' faults which purfue 
** and overwhelm me, :iind recover a ihadow of 
** peace.** — Such an inftitution exifts no where— 
I appoint» therefore, a thoufand millions towards 
cftabjifhing one. 

^ The fnares which are laid by vice for women 
without fortunes, would make fewer viAims if 
more affiftance was given them. We have an 
infinity of eftablifliments for perfons in the high* 
er ranks of life which do honour to the generofity 
of our forefathers. Why have we none, for this 
purppfe ?— I defire, therefore* that two thoufand 
millions be empbyed in eftablKhing in the king« 
dom a hundred hofpttals, which fhall be called 
Hospitals of Angels* There (hall be admitted 
into each a hundred females at the age of feven 
or eight years, and of. the moft engaging forms* 
They (hall receive the moft perfeft education in 
regard to mprals, ufefpl knowledge, and agreeable 
accompli/hments. At the age of eighteen they 
may quit the hofpital in order to be married ; at 
which period they (hall each be paid a portion of 
40,000 livres. I mention this moderate fum be- 
caufc it h my wi(h that they be neither reproached 
for w^nt of fortune, nor efpoufed from intereft. 
An annual income of 2000 livres (hall be given 
alfo .tp their parents. ♦ ♦ ♦ • Except once in the year 
at a folemn and (plendid procefTion, they (hall rare- 
ly appear in public, but (hall be conftantly em* 
ployed in their nfylum in learning all that can ren- 
der them one day excellent wives and mother$« 

In order to fit themt '^^ particular, for domejiic 
aconomy^ I defire that after they have been taught 
the mo(l accurate ideas of expenccs of all kinds. 



queftiqps. be propofed to them from time to tiihef 

to which they (hall be obliged to give smfwers bj 

word of mouthy ^nd alfo in writing i as for ex« 

ampler—*^ If yotr had ftich or (uch an idcome> un«^ 

'^^ der fulch or fuch circiimftances, how much 

•^ would you sippropriate to your table, youi^ 

<« houfe-rent, your maintenance^ and the educa- 

<« tionof your children? How many fervants 

*^ would you keep? How much wouM you re- 

*♦ fcrye.for fickncfs and unforefeen expences? 

^ How. much would you confecrate to the relief 

^^ of the unfortunate and the public good ?— ^If 

«* your income depended either entirely or in part 

^^ upon' a trandent advantage or a place which wad 

•« not ajfurtd to you, how much would you expend 

*« annually f What film would you referve for 

<* fopniing a capital?** &c. ficc. Frizes publicly 

given to the beft anfwers to cjueftiorrs of this kind 

Vvojjld^ fronftitufe, ?n my opinion, an exerciie equally 

#ng;agiQg and more ufeful thati the little comedies 

ihd hQvels^with Ivhich young perfons in the higher 

ftation) ftre generally entertafned. 

'Tfie fionotit's conferred updn great men have 
alwaysi appeared to me the mod effedluall means of 
producing^ ^ great men. I appoint, therefore, a 
thoufand millions towards ffrikitKg medals, and 
placing iti the hatts of all town^, or in any other 
conVenietit places, (tatutes and buds in honour of 
fuch great men as (halt hereafter riie up. I 
defire further that thefe honours! be not paid them 
till ten years after their deceafe ; and that they be 
decreed and proportioned by a tribtfnal compoled 
of fuch upright, entightened^ and worthy citr- 
ons, as (nail* be moft likely not to be dazzled by 
falfe virtuies.— It has been once reckoned^ that 
founding hofpitals for the (ick is one of the beft 
publip (ervices. For fome years a conyidion has 
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been gaining ground, that breathing the peftir 
lendal hetl: of hofpitala ^ovbles the danger of dif- 
cafes I and that on this and other accounts they 
probably 'deftr$y more lives than xhtyfave. I de^ 
fixt^ therefore, that 20»ooo millions be employed 
in eftablilhine in each pari/h of the kingdon^ 
boufes of beiutb^ in which fliall b« maintained a 
phyfician, a (urgeon^ and a convenient number 
of iifters of charity and nurfes, Thefe houfes 
(hall fupply the jick ^aSis in their own houfes 
with every ailiftance in food and medlc*ui[e, an4 
none (hall be taken to the houfe of health except* 
ing thofe whom it (hall be impoflible to aflift zf, 
home. 

I have hither^ only direAed the employment 
of about two hundred thoufand millions. There 
remain ftill ntzrfour millions of millions^ the appro* 
priation of which I leave to the difcretibn of my 
executors. I wi(h them to purchafe and puU 
down all fuch houies as incommode the public 
way in all towns; to multiply fquares, quays^ 
fountains, gardens, &c« in order to give fatubrity 
to the air of towns \ to empty ponds ; to clear 
heaths \ to deepen the beds of rivers fo as to render^ 
them navigable, and to unite them by means of 
canals ;-— jn a word, I wKh them to co-operate in 
every poflible method with nature, which feemfi 
to have deiigned France^ to be the mod delightfi^l 
(puntfy un^r heaven. 

U 2 I hope 

* F11ANCB9 tmdoubtcdly* poiTefles fome of the beft »«• 
iural •dvantagesy aad ts a ^reac kingdom. Bih: it waott 
t\}Lt firft of all a4va|itage3* it wants a free conftiq^ion of 
government. It waati civil and relisioui li^rty* BaiTAiK 
enjovt thefe bleflingf ; and this, though lelsttian i fiurth 
of jt%ASCt in exteoc and populition, givei It a yaft pre- 
eminence. I4ay;l\efe t>leffings be. fopo i^coveredby pne of 
thefp countrieit^ an4 never loft by the 6thcry^TraMfiiUr*i 
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I hope that all good citizens will aiUft. my exe« 
cutors ID* thechca^e.of fuch ufeful dUbijihments 
Mi (h^l yet remain to be formed.^ I call upon 
them to publiih the ideas with which patridtiq 
xeal may infpire them, finCe now they are en- 
couraged by the cdnfolhig certainty that fiihds 
for executing them C^nhot be wanting. 

I tiiXtitfbr executors my deareft and bed friends 

M. M. - i - . [Here the tcftatot 

Mtaci ii3t executors, ^ho do not think proper at 
prefent to reveal themfelves, and then goes on a^ 
tollowsj. . , 

I beg of them to meet as often as the affairs of 
my executorfhip fiiall require. In cafe of ah equal 
divifion of opinions, the oldeft (hall have the caft* 
ing vote. When one of them dies, I deiire the 
iurvivbrs to fill the vacancy, as foon as may be, 
with the moft honeft, zealous, and diiinterefted 
cititcn of theijr acquaintance, and to proceed in 
this rbaftner for ever. 1 hope that during the firii 
years of their executorftiip, when the bjperations 
<>f tht ^hd will be eafy, they wilt tranfact in this 
bufineis out of regard to me and to the public^ I 
forefeethat, in procefs of time, the fums to be laid 
iOut will become fo immenfely great, as to render 
necei&ry voyages ind other confiderable ekpences, 
^hich win be produAive of no profit. For this 
reafi}A I haVeleft 125,000 livres of the'recond 
Aim unappropriated ; of the third 71 1,006 ; and 
of the fourth thirty-two millions. Thefe fums t 
requcft them to accept as a compen&tioh' for 
their expences and trouble. I charge them zU 
ways, as far as they can, without hazarding the 
Security of the fund, to prefer thofe ways or lay- 
ing out the accumulatiif)g fumi which ihall be 
Ihoft ferviceable to individuals and the public. 

If a rcdudion in the rate of intereft, or any tin* 
fimfeen loflcsi ihotold injure the fund» fi> as to re« 
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Urd its encreifcy the execution of my deiires need 
polyibe poftponed Xtt pc o porti on to the intcrraptioft 
that (hall happen. 

May the fuccefs of thefe eftabli(hments caufe 
one day a few tears to be (hed on my grave. But 
above all, may the example of an oblcure indivi* 
dual * kindle the emulation of patriots, princes and 
public bodies % and engage them to give attention 
to this new but powerful and infallible means of 
ferving pofterity, and contributing to the future 
improvement and happinels of the world. 

* * Daring the prmting of this Will, the Gazette de Franig 
annooDced « legacy of tl»e fame kind, which will prove to oar 
retden thtt thofe ideu may foinetimes be reaUze4* ** We 
'* read io fome of onr papers a very lingular fad. Judge Nor- 
** mand, of Norwich^ who died 1 7Z49 made a will, in which 
** he beooeathed 4000I fterling towards building in 60 yeafa 
^ from that time, a charity fchool, to the foonding of whicb 
** the principal, and iu accuroulattn^ imereft, daring this pe* 
\*. iioi ihoufd be appropriated. H uJ u rt he r difpoiuiona fix 
** the number offcholars to lao, rcgulatei their meala for eve* 
•"^'ry day In the week, each to have for dinner on Sunday a 
44 pound of road beef, and in the evening un ounces of plum« 
•« pudding He invefts the management of -this fehool in the 
V. Biihpp, the Chancellor, the Dean,, the four memberi for the 
** ciiy and county, and eight clergymen* The period deter. 
^ mined upon for tjhe execution of this Will expirc|d in the 
<< month of May, :and the accumohted 'funrvmounts to 
?«„74t0ool.,fterling.t : ^ Mr 
C47:midiFrjnree,'f^dit;yJspT^rT^9:fr'ifo:€sr^ 
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TAxvtof the Produce of a Sum of loo livres^ 
''^ vntb Us accumulating Jntcrefit dttring |Oo Tearu 
r..4/-5 per cent.. ':„• 



Yws. 


IPO -T r 

Int. 5 -- — 


Years. 
6 


H5 «5 3 
Int. 5 15 9 


1 .'I' 


105 -^ — 

5. .5 — 


1*1 II — 
6 16 


v-i) a 


no 5 — 

: ; 5 xo 3 


127 12 6 
676 


3 


"5 >5 3 





^ RvLBy»r Mr Mj5r dnvirjku •fLivra into Fmnds ^tirUnjr. 

Strike off from the QQinber of livres the two figures on the 
right liandt aod multiply by 4 the remaining ^^^tt%. Tl^e 
prudttd increafed by a untb of itfelf will give nearly the num- 
oer of pounds anfwering to the number of livres. 

Thus. 100,000 livres are equal nearly to 4000 multiplied 
by 4, and the product (4000) increafed by 400. 1[*hat is, they 
are equal to 4400/. 

In like manner, 19725,768 livres are equal to I7>2$7 muU 
tiolied by 4, and the produft (69,028) increafed by 6902* 
lliat is; they arc eqval to 75 .^lol.—Tnmflator's nou. ' ^' 
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265 4 — 
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18 
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453 
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70 
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80 



81 
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90 






99 
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1866 3 - 
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>959 9 ■ 
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3039 «3 
151 19 
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319X 13 
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4951 4 
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5198 15 
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8064 18 
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846^ 3 
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i«5xi 5 
625 II 


9 
3 



13,136 17 ~ 



OBSERVATIONS. 

We found among the papers of the late M^ 
Ricard a great number of very curious tables^ but 

they 
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thcyliave not been infciited here bccwfc they had 
no direft felatioin to the objed x>( his Will. He 
had tomputed the produce of a Aim of lOp llvres^ 
witlitlie accumulated intereft of joo years, accord- 
ing to the diiFerent rates of intejeft^ and the refults 
varied much more than could be belic^ved from the 
proportion of thofe diffenent rates. 

Intereft at 4 per cent, gives _ 30 ) 

at ^percent. — 131 1 times the orx- 
«t 6 per cent. — 3391 ginal fum. 
at 10 per cent. -~ ii^78oJ 

' From lience it follows, that rf the opera^ons are 
well managed, and the money laid out to advan- 
tage, even by linking the principal, .(as is done in 
^e fond for the ao^irls of Geneva) and convertr 
ing afterwards the annrual produce into capitals, 
fhe executors might conHderably accelerate Jthe 
accompliikment bf the henevdent difpofitions of 
tbe tdlator. 

1By laying out the money every three months, 
its is die cuftom in fome conxmercla:! places, the 
operations might alfo be accelerated^ ^althpugh but 

in aTmaH degree. 

\ • • • • ■■ -. • ■ 

: R E M A R K, ^jr the Translator. 

Thefe obfcrvations (hdwthat M iUcflrd >yas liim- 
felf poflelTed in a high degcee of that knowledge of 
arithmetic which he has requu^ in the comptrol- 
l^rs-^enecal dp. 130) as a oonditioA of the nedernp- 
£onx>f the«debtS'orFr0;^^f. In the laft paragraph, 
however, there is an incorredneis^hich-ftiews that 
he had not attended .fiiiEcieudy-to one circumftance 
in-theimprovemcntt)fmoney "by compound interefti 
This will appear from the following calculations. 
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One hundred livres will amount, if improved 
at5p^^/w/.intercft. 

Paid year]/. Half yearly. 

Livrcs. Livrcs. 

lb ICO yean to i3i»soi I39»S^ 

In 500 ycari to 3^93 2,40o',ooO9O00— -5^196^1 oo'|OOo»ooo 

Paid qaarterly. 
In 100 yean to H3»^90 hvres. 

In 500 ytwn to 6",i66«ooo%ooo,ooo livrcs. 

^ By direftiDg, therefore, that the laft hundred 
livres ihould be improved at 5 per cent, quarterly 
intereft, M. Ricard might have gained an addition- 
al fum equal to i^^i^^oodyOoo livres \ that is^ 
nearly equal to a hundred thoufand miUions fterlingt 
which is a fum more than fufficient to encompals 
the earth with a belt of guineas all clofe and five 
feet broad. 

No. II. 

Table of the Produce of each Sum of 100 Uvres^ 
bequeathed by the Tejiator^ from one hundred tQ 
five hundred Tears. 

It has been proved by the preceding table, that 
a fum of one hundred livres, with the intereft accu* 
mulating at 5 per cent, for 100 years, will produce 
iS^iS^liv. ijfous. By multiplying this fum bjr 
itfelf four times fucceilively, it will appear thit the 
following fums are the produce of each ibo livres 
at the end of each century. 

Liv. fttudik. 

!"•• Produce of 100 livrei, wich . 
, the accumulated intereft du- 

^' riogiooyeari - - - 13113^ 17 ■*" 

2^ Produce of lOO Hvreit with 

the Incered, during zooyearit - 1^725^768 5 6 
3^ Produce of ico liVrci ia 

300 years . . - ^t&,jiit^6^ iz 6 

4^ Produce of 100 livrei in . 
L 400 yean - - 29,7829761^461 13 — 

j^ Produce- of J 00 livres in 

50Q years : 3»9»i»S i^i739»^74 »5 3 
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No. III. 

Tablb cf the Difp9fition oftbefirjl Sum^ amount" 
ingio 13,136 Hvres lyfous. 

lAn/resJous dtn, 

A prize of - • 4,000 -^ — 

Three others of 600 livrei each - 1,800 — — 

An ediuon of the Prize Di^oorfe, extrads ' 

from the three otherif with 5O9O00 copies 7*536 17 — 

Total 13,136 17 — 

No.iy. 

ThVLtof the DifpofitionoftbefecondSum^ amount^ 
ing to 1,725,768 livres ^jous 6 den. 

Livrgs Sous den. 
A fuad for 80 prizes of 100 Hvres each, i,6oo,oco — — > 
iteferved towards defraying the expences 
oftheexecotorsy • - 125,768 5 6 

Total 1,725,768 5 6 

No. V. 

TAhLZofibe Difpojition of tbe tbird Sum^ amount- 
ing to 226,71 1,589 liv. 12 fous 6 den. 

Livres fists den. 

Five hundred patriotic bsnks for lend- 
ing money without intereft • 196,000,000 — — 

Bnildiisg 11 mufeumt at 500,000 liv. 
each 

Fond for an annual 
loo.ooo livres for 
urn 

Refcrvied towards defraying the expences^ 
of the executors • • 711,58912 6 



ereit - 190,000,000 — — 

t 500,000 liv.*^ 

6,000,000/ 

^ income of > 30,000,000 — — 

each mufe- 1 

24,000,000 J 



To'ial 226,711,589 12 6 

During the three years employed in building 
the mufeums, jthe income of 100,000 livres is to be 
laid'by, toward purchafing the library, the ca- 

:»•->'•: / _ ' . ■ ^ ■ '- binets, 
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binets, the carriages, the horfes, and all the fur* 
niture of the mufeum. Afterwards it Is to be em- 
ployed as follows. 

Tible-expences for the 40 members of the mufe- ^ 

iim» the fix fccrctitiei, the defigner, the en- f --. fw^ 

graver, tnd all the domeftics^ xoachmen, f 5o»ooo 

cookt» eardeners* &c. J 

Salaries of the fecrcuries, defigner, engraver, and > .-^^^ 

wages of the domeftics, J ' '•°*^ 

Expences of the ftable and carriages, - 1 0,000 

The library and cabinets, 1 0,000 

Repain of the boitdiog and furniture, 8,000 

Printing and unforefecn expences, 10,000 

Total ioo,coo 
No. VI. 

Table of the Difpofilion o/tbe ^b Sum^ amounting 
/^ 29,782,761,461 //v. i^fous. 

Towards building 100 towns, containing each of 
them 1 50,000 fouls. 

In order thtt thefe towns may be wholfome and convenient, 
it will be proper to confecrate to each of them a very large 
circular piece of ground, containing 6oco acres ; w!.ich being 
eftimated at the bigheft, may be valued at 1000 livreseach acre^ 
By judging from the towns which now exift, there will not be 
required more than from 4 to 5000 hoofes for 150,000 inha- 
bitants ; but it is not conducive to ihe health of mankind, to 
be fo crowded together. I fuppofe then that each of thefe 
towns may contain 7500 houfes*, which, one with the other, 
will coft 35,000 livres in building. Each toyvn will coi| 

Livnu fou$* 
Six thoufand acres of ground at 1000 

livres p er acre 6,000,000 — 

7,500 houfcs, at 35,000 livreseach houfe 262,500,000 — 
Public buildings, town houfes, bridgei, 

churches, &c« 29,000,000 — « 

Total 297,500,000 -* 

• It would have been much better if A/. Ricard had allowed 
a houfe for every family, which would have made the number 
of hpufes about 30000.' - - 

. : The 
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Utffif, Joui. 
The praeediog fam maltiplied into lOo, 
gives 29,750^000,000 — 

. Rcfenred towirdidefrayisgtheexpeoces 
. of the ex«ctttori» 52>76i»46i 15 

Toul 299782,761 »46i 13 

NcVIf. 

Table of the Difpofttion of the gth Sum^ amounting 
to 3»9 1 2,5 1 6,739,074 Uv. isfous 3 den. 

Thenatiootl debt of France - 6 thoufand millioni. 

of England, 12 
A fond towards dividing annually 

15 hundred thonfand livres a* 

mong the pacific powert of En* 

rope,' jo 

A fimilar diftribotion among all 
.the powers of the world, - 100 
Abolition of lotteries^ • - .1 
Extinction of ufelefs offices, - 1 
Soppreffion of venality in offices of 

importance, . . i ^ 

A domune to be o£ered to his Ma* 

A fund to be employed ill annni* 

ties and penfions, - - % 
An addicioa to the fettled ftipends 

of the clergy, - - i 

Allowance to children under three 

vcarsofage, - - s * 

Afoundation for 50O1000 final j^//« / . 

^(i/^ with commodious cottages, 4 
Enfrancbifenient of vaflals, -2. 
Foundations for houfes of edacati* 

on for the people, - - 6 ^ 
Houfesof induilry, - • 2Q 
Afy lunu for penitent young women, i 
Hofpita's of Angels, .-2 
$tatuel,bofts,,and public honours, 1 
Hpufer of healthy - 10 

- Total of appropriated fums, 203 

; Remain unappropriated, 3»709»5 16,739,074 15 3 






Total 3»9"«i5 1 6,739,074 J 5 9 
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